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BASSEIN. 
LETTER FROM MR. VAN METER. 


Quarterly meeting —Home Missionary 
Society. 
} 


Our readers are apprised of the usage of | 
the Bassein churches, commenced some years 
since, of holding quarterly meetings in addi- 
tion to their annual convocation which takes 
place in January. 
sons of great spiritual enjoyment to the native 
Christians, and are attended by large num- 
bers both of preachers and private members. 
An account of the last annual meeting was 
published in the Magazine for Sept. The 
ensuing quarterly meeting was held in April, 
but in consequence of the devastating fire at 
Bassein the month previous, Mr. Van Meter 
was not able to be present. The second quar- 
terly meeting was held, July 17—20 inclu- | 
sively, at the village of Cho Pa, distant from 
Bassein some forty miles. More than forty | 


They are ordinarily sea- 


preachers were in attendance on this ocea- | 
sion; and the assembly on the Sabbath, not- 
withstanding an almost incessant rain, num- 
bered at least five hundred. The reports of 
the state of the churches were, forthe greater 
part, encouraging. Baptisms for the preced- 
ing six months, 104. The Preachers’ Confer- 
ence was of more than usual interest. Mr. 
Van Meter gives the following notices of the 
Home Miss. Society, under date of Aug. 23. 


The proceedings of the Home Mission 
Society occupied a prominent place in the 


MISSIONARY UNION. 


of missionary labor had not been as strik- 


ing as during the past year. This was 


partly owing to the fact that there is 


quite a scarcity of laborers this year; 
and partly, also, because the most of 
those appointed have been laboring in 
Henthada district, and of these but one 
was present. 

The contributions to the Society from 
the Bassein churches the last six months 
had been rs. 367. 4. 7. Rs. 100 had also 
been contributed by the “ Calcutta Aux- 
iliary Baptist Missionary Society.” In 
the disbursement of this fund, besides 
the pay of the missionaries, which 
amounted to rs. 123. 8., rs. 240 were 
given to aid the needy preachers, and rs. 
100 for the teachers of the two acade- 
mies. Rather, it was voted to aid the 
academies to this extent for the current 
year, only one half of which however 
is paid now. After paying all the above, 
there was still a balance in the hands of 
the treasurer, of nearly rs. 200. In the 
distribution of the funds of the Society, 
the A. B. M. Union was not forgotten. 
A sum of rs. 125, left in my hands at the 
close of last year, was given by a most 
cheerful and unanimous vote, to aid their 
American brethren in removing the debt 
which now presses so heavily on the 


exercises of the occasion ; but the results 
1 


Union. 
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2 Bassein Mission. — Letter from Mr. Van Meter. 


Ordination of Na Pay and Oo Sa. 


One of the most interesting events of 
the occasion was the ordination of two 
more of the native preachers. Neither 
of these men was from the schools, but 
they are tried men and known of all 


their brethren. The younger of the 


two, Na Pay, is a preacher and _ pastor of | 
much promise, and has been talked of as | 


a candidate for ordination for some time. 
My attention was particularly called to 
him, as a fitman for this service, by the 
knowledge gained of his attainments and 
worth while studying with us last year. 
The elder one, Oo Sa, will probably be 
remembered by you asthe first mission- 
ary sent out from the Bassein churches, 
upon the organization of the Ilome Mis- 
sionary Society in 1851. 

Before fully deciding to ordain Oo Sa, 
two or three others were mentioned as 
suitable candidates; but we were not a 
Iittle surprised to find quite a reluctance 
on their part to assume the responsibili- 


ties of the office. One, Shwey Bau, as | 


to whose qualifications his brethren were 
fully agreed, gave as his reason for de- 
clining, the fact that his church, and es- 
pecially the deacons, had not yet so 
learned their duties as to leave him free 
to do the work of an ordained man. 


“ The honor of the preacher is identical | 


with the character of his church,” said 
he, and while having so much to do in 
“serving tables” he felt that he ought 
not to undertake the higher duties of an 
ordained minister. This he said with 
strong feeling, which was appreciated by 
his brethren in the ministry. And here, 
let me say, is the point on which these 
native pastors experience their greatest 
trials, and for which they most need the 
prayers and sympathies of their breth- 
ren in Christian lands. 

A new feature in the exercises of this 
occasion was the examination of one of 
the candidates by the native pastors 
alone. They also took all the exercises 
of the ordination, except the address to 
the congregation; and each one per- 
formed his part well, as was plainly 


[ January, 


evinced by the close and unwearied at- 
tention of the large assembly to the end. 


** The grace bestowed ”’ on the Bassein 
churches, 


Tn connection with the above, Mr. Van Me- 
ter has reported the contributions of the Bas- 
sein churches for 1855; “how that ina great 
trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy, 
and their deep poverty, abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality.’ May their zeal 
provoke very many.” 


It is with much pleasure that I now, at 
length, send you a statement of what the 
churches in Bassein did in 1855 for the 
support of the gospel among themselves, 
and for extending its blessings to others. 
The amount was contributed for a num- 
ber of objects, and shows how their lib- 
erality has “abounded,” and what an 
increase “in every good word and 
work ” we may expect from them in the 
future, should no untoward influence, no 
“root of bitterness” or division, spring 
up or be introduced among them. Could 
we get full and complete reports from all 
the churches, the result would in some 
particulars much exceed the figures now 
given. We report in round numbers 
where the statistics were not complete, 
adding somewhat to several for the rea- 
son just stated. 


Contributed forthe Home Mission, rs. 721 


“ in aid of pastors, 700 
“ support of school teachers, 600 
“ for chapels, 1000 


Making an aggregate of rs. 3,021 


Besides these, smaller sums, in money, 
have been contributed in aid of poor 
members, &c., and for support of their 
pastors 3500 baskets of paddy, which has 
been selling here for rs. 50 per hundred 
during a large part of the season. Let 
this be put down at a fair valuation, say 
rs. 1500, and we have a total of rs. 4521. 
In addition to the above, the churches 
have paid for books, principally hymn 
books and bibles, from October 18, 1855, 
to July 31, 1856, rs. 430. For the ear- 
lier months of 1855 the record is lost, 
but I think it may be safely stated at rs. 
50. This will make a total of rs. 480 for 
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books alone, or a grand total for these 
several objects, of rs. 5001. 

In this connection we wish to make 
particular mention of the prompt and 
generous offerings sent us by nearly ev- 
ery church, upon hearing of oar serious 
loss by the great fire of March last. 
Most of the churches made up and sent 


in at once what they had to vive; others | 


living farther off, or because they had 
not completed their subscriptions, did not 
send in till after some weeks; and hence 
also our delay in reporting the same, as 
we wished to give the whole sum at once. 


The total thus given is rs. 527.11. 9. | 
! 


(Unfortanately, the first one hundred 


and eighty rupees of this sum were stol- | 


en, as soon almost as they had come to 
our hands, and have not been recovered.) 

Upon reading the above, you will as- 
suredly say that the Karens of Bassein 
have done nobly. But it may be asked, 
in return, “ May not this be over-doing 
the matter? May it not be asking too 
much of them, within so short a time; 
and may it not be regarded merely as a 


spasmodic effort, that will be tollowed by | 


a corresponding decrease of contribu- 
tions for some time to come?” Of this 


we are yet to see the first signs. On the | 


contrary, they seem only prepared to do 
the more. 

For instance, they have given for our 
* buildings,” in material, labor and cash, 


upwards of one hundred rupees, and for 


our school here in Bassein the additional 


sum of two hundred and _ thirty-six ru- | 
pees, besides furnishing now all the rice | 
and fish that we need!! And the whole | 


of this two hundred and_ thirty-six ru- 
pees was given by the class of young 
men who were employed during the past 
season as government surveyors. 


Is there not encouragement here for | 

the friends of missions? Is there not 
oceasion for devout thanksgiving to God, | 


who can bring good out of evil, that, in 
this time of embarrassment and trial, the 


gation and the pleasure of giving and 
doing for Christ and his cause? We 
have, for our part, long felt the convic- 
tion that the Karens of Bassein could 
and should do more for themselves and 
others than they were accustomed to do, 


and have labored to impress them with 
| the same on every suitable opportunity. 
| In view of these results, we can even 
rejoice and thank God for the losses and 
afllictions that have so recently come 
upon us in quick succession; believing 
that they are not the effects of a blind 
/chance, but the wonderful working of 
Ilim who doeth all things well, in the 
great love that He hath for this portion 
of his Zion. 


While on this subject, let us notice, to 
the praise of His grace and the credit of 
this people, a few items as to the liberal- 

ity of individual churches. Take first 
the church at Ko Soo. Within a very 
few days after the fire, their pastor and 
deacons came in and laid down before us 
the handsome sum of sixty rupees. We 
declined taking so much, but they insist- 
/ed; saying that it was sent by many in- 
dividuals, as a most hearty and free-will 
offering on their part in this our time of 
| need. This church is giving a full sup- 
| port to their pastor Myat Keh, and sus- 
taining their common school, &c., &c. 
| Po Lo, the pastor of the church at Nau- 
pay-eh, said that he was away from home, 
at the time, but immediately upon 
learning of the fire he hastened home 
and was engaged all the night before 
coming in, in collecting the donation for 
us. He brought nearly forty rupees. 
Other churches did almost as well. And 
that this liberality towards us has not 


hindered their contributing for them- 
selves, is a most pleasing fact to us; and 
will be evident, we think, from the 
amount paid to the Home Mission fund 
for the past six months. Of this sum, 


| the first named church alone contributed 


work of God has been so little hindered | above fifty rupees at our last meeting. 
here; that, indeed, this very embarrass-| True, these are among our most able 
ment has been made, as we believe, oc-| churches; but there are like instances of 
casion of blessing to these churches, in| liberality, in proportion to their ability, 
leading them to know and fvel the obli-| among the smaller churches. The little 
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Pwo church at Pee Chai, for example, 
constituted only at the beginning of last 
year, sent in, a short time since, eighteen 
rupees towards our buildings. We 
thought it too much, and told the pastor 
that we would rather return eight rupees 
of it to aid in his support, &c., and wish- 
ed him particularly to say so to the 
church; but they have not taken it. 
Other items of a very interesting char- 
acter might be added, such as the amount 
the native Christians have paid for med- 
icines ; all showing, with the above, that 


they are fully in earnest in doing for 


themselves. But I forbear. 


The buildings referred to above were not 
quite finished at the date of Mr. V.’s letter, 
but a normal school had been commenced 
some two weeks previous, and already num- 
bered over thirty pupils. Nearly all were ad- 
vanced scholars, and several were preachers. 
Others were expected, and nearly enough had 
been received to support the school for two 
months. 


TAVOY. 
JOURNAL OF MR. CROSS. 
Continued from vol. xxxvi. p. 401. 
A Karen pastor in trouble. 


Jan. 23, 1856.— After calling together 
the people at Kabin, I addressed them 
on the necessity of supporting their pas- 
tor; I also showed them the importance 
of sustaining their village schools, and 
their obligations to seek the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer'’s kingdom around 
them. I then left the little church and 
started for Themboung, the next village, 
which is from twelve to fourteen miles 
distant. 

Themboung isa little church, and they 
have two difficulties to contend with; the 
Burmans in their vicinity crowd them, 
and wish to get away their land, and de- 
prive them of the profit of the numerous 
oil-trees which they have a right to claim; 
the other difficulty is, that a number of 
perverse members think much more of 
having their own way than of the inter- 
ests of the church. The native pastor 


(January, 


is a young man and inexperienced, but 
seems to be very active and of the right 
spirit. Ile has exerted a good influence 
not only upon the Karens, but also upon 
the Burmans; and two Burman young 
j}men have attached themselves to him 
and seem almost ready to become Chris- 


tians. They went with him to the meet- 
ing of the Association, and were absent 
from their home nearly a month. When 
| we saw them, they had the appearance 
of being earnest and sincere inquirers. 
| Yet I found the young pastor in trouble. 
The few members whom I have alluded 
to were disaffected, and had secretly 
called another young man, whom I had 


never seen, to be their pastor, It so 


happened that this other young man had 
arrived the evening before, to follow out 


the wishes of those who had sent for him. 


I called him and found that he had been 

in school a short time with Mr. Burpé 
| while he was in Mergui; but that he ev- 
| idently had more of the spirit of politics 

than of the ministry of Christ. Ile was 
| ready to listen to what I said, and seem- 
ed to see the great impropriety of enter- 
ing the church in that way ; and the cer- 
tain prospect of dividing the church and 
creating only mischief amongst them. 
He left in my company, and the church 
expressed their union in receiving their 
| pastor as before. 


Spirit of the Kabin pastor. 


A circumstance occurred which shows 
another trait in the character of the pas- 
itor of the Kabin church, whom I have 


| mentioned before as having given back 
the money which I gave him ou account 
of his salary, that we might have a school 
in Tavoy. To save expense and trouble, 
I travelled without any coolies to carry 
my bed, cooking utensils, ete., and de- 
pended upon the voluntary kelp of the 
disciples to go from one place to another. 
At this place the requisite number could 
not be found. The young pastor had 
endeavored to make arrangements the 
night beforehand; but when we were 
ready to start at half past three in the 
morning, after all the effort which could 
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be made one load had no one to carry it, 
and the distance to be travelled was not 
much less than eighteen or twenty miles. 
But this young minister, the Kabin pas- 
tor, did not hesitate to take the load up- 
on his own shoulder, though others were 
travelling in our company who would 
not be hired to do it. 


Oppression of the Kawot Christians. 


24.— Arrived at Kawot a little after 
two in the afternoon, overcome with the 
heat, which was intense, and the distance 
travelled. In the evening the people 
assembled for worship. The church 
seems to be in a very discouraged and 
discouraging state. The members were 


scattered and scattering; some were for 


giving up and going into all sorts of 


places. Some think it a hard thing that 
they must pay heavy taxes to the govern- 
ment, support their pastor, and make 
contributions of their money besides. 
But the all-absorbing subject of complaint 
related to an effort of the Burmans to 
get possession of their lands. The Bur- 
mans had succeeded in deceiving the 
Deputy Commissioner at Mergui, and in 
inducing him to declare that all the land 
below, or towards the sea, from the road 
or path which runs from Tavoy to Mer- 
gui, should belong to the Burmans; and 
all above, or toward the mountains from 
this road, should belong to the Karens. 
But this road passes through the midst 
of nearly all the Karen villages, so that 
their villages must be broken up, or a 
part be ruled by Burmans and a part by 
Karens; and, moreover, the lands left 
for the Karens to cultivate would be 
comparatively worthless, and the decis- 
ion would throw them back from all ac- 
cessible markets. To satisfy their com- 
plaints I drew up for them, that is, for 
all the Karens between Pyeekhya and 
Mergui,— for all are alike affected,—a 
memorial, to be presented to the Com- 
missioner of the provinces for their re- 
lief. 

We staid two or three days at Kawot, 
an! have reason to hope that a favorable 
change was effected in the state of feel- 


ing. Still we left them with not a little 
trembling and doubt. ‘Their pastor, 
though he readily yielded to the no 
wages system, seemed to look with much 
doubt, and expressed his fears about the 
prospect of his being able to get along. 

26.— Communion season in the even- 
ing. The confessions of the members 
in our covenant meetings seemed to be 
sincere, and on this occasion a number 
who had not been in before confessed. 
A number of backsliders were received, 
and among them one who had been re- 
garded as an apostate. 


Palaw church—Providential deliver- 
ance. 

27.— Left for the Pwo church at Pa- 
law. The Palaw church has fifteen 
members, and has been but recently 
formed,— I think but a year or two be- 
fore Mr. Brayton left the province. 
Nothing very unusual appeared. The 
pastor is, I hope, a devoted and sincere 
man, but understands Sgau Karen quite 
imperfectly. Here we had the pleasure 
of baptizing the first candidates in our 
travels. They did not belong at this 
place, but at Palaukee, some twelve 


miles distant, where once a church ex- 
isted, but where are left remaining only 


one or two Christian families. We spent 
‘the Sabbath at Palaw. There is less in- 
| telligence at this place than in many of 
the older churches; and less idea of the 
|true nature of church discipline; but 
‘there seems to be a sincere desire to do 
right and to improve. 

Left about nine or ten o'clock for 
Oungpoon, where the meeting of our 
Association was held in 1852, at which 
were present brn. and sisters Brayton, 
Thomas and Benjamin, and myself, and 
at the same time were left at Tavoy brn. 
Mason and Bennett, with their wives. 
Such, then, was the for-e devoted to this 
field, and a happy meeting it was at 
Oungpoon, never again to recur. In- 
stead of six families then resident at 
Tavoy and Mergui, now there are none 
at Mergui and but two at Tavoy. 

I proceeded down the Palaw river in 
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a small boat, as the stream above tide 
water is quite small. When we came 
upon the tide, we were obliged to face it. 
This made our progress slow and _toil- 
some, and so much retarded us that when 
we came to the mouth of the Oungpoon, 
up which we were to ascend, the tide 
had already turned, an hour perhaps be- 
fore our arrival, and unhappily contin- 
ued our toil, for it was sweeping down 
with tremendous force. 
rapid progress, while we had the tide 
with us in the Palaw stream, a peril oc- 
curred which I shall not soon forget. I 
was using an oar and busy at my work, 
but something attracted my attention, 
and caused me to turn my head. Just 
at this instant our boat passed under the 
pendant branches of a peculiar kind of 
rattan, whose strong and wiry arms are 


But during our | 
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it is impossible todo more than to at- 
tempt to start things in the right direc- 
tion, without staying long enough to have 
more than a faint probability that they 
will go on in that way. Both parties 
agreed to come together, and to have but 
one chapel and their, old pastor; for it 
did not appear that any hard feelings 
really existed against him on either side, 
only that he had felt too much afraid of 


a species of contagious leprosy which was 
| prevailing ; in addition to which, his wife, 
| who has since died, was ill, and he was 
| obliged to take care of her at the home 
‘of her own relatives. This seemed to 
| be the foundation of the reports against 
him. 

The Pwo 
church consists of only five members, but 
is in the midst of a large heathen Pwo 


30.— Arrived at Monmaza. 


thickly set with hooked thorns. These | population. Here I baptized an inter- 
caught my collar and cravat, but almost esting young man and his wife. A num- 
miraculously did not catch my throat, | ber of the heathen came in and attended 
which they would as readily have cut, as | the meetings all day,-—a thing which is 


| 
ji 


to relieve me of my coat, collar and cra- 
vat; for there was no stopping the tide. 
We arrived in the afternoon at Oung- 


poon. This little church, planted by Mr. 


Brayton, which ran well for a season, is | 


now unhappily divided, and their pros- 
pects are dark. At first a large and 
commodious chapel was built on the east 
side of the river, and a pastor chosen. 
Last year Dr. Wade, while at Tavoy, 
heard unfavorable reports of the pastor, 
—that he was unsteady and left his peo- 
ple,—and wrote to have another chosen 
in his stead. It so happened that a part 
of the church were on the west side of 
the river; and when the pastor was dis- 
missed, as they thought for insufficient 
reasons, they built another chapel for 
him on the west side of the river, and an 
old difficulty in the church ripened into 
a separation. I did not administer the 
communion in either place. Before we 
left, however, all consented to come to- 
gether, but whether they will or not is 
still doubtful. There are so many of 
these little churches and my field of labor 
is so extended, that I am unable to spend 
more than a few days in a place; so that 


Sgau man seemed much interested and 


quite unusual in this region now. One 


| impressed with the truths of the gospel, 
jin comparison with the folly and dark- 
| ness of his own superstitions. Appear- 
ances were quite hopeful. Their pas- 
| tor is aman who was quite wealthy for 
/a Karen, but left his gardens and his 
| house to preach in this place. Ile has 
received but little aid from the mission 
since Mr. Brayton left, and has spent 


nearly all his resources. Ile appeared 


unwilling to receive from the church 
even what they would have given him, 


and seemed to be laboring under the 
| 


ging for him to do so. 


mistaken idea that it was a species of beg- 
IIe has a good 
Burman education, but his instruction in 
the Christian religion is vague and slen- 


der. 


Church at Monmaza—Support of the 
pastor. 


On the first of February I lett 
Monmaza and arrived at Pyeekhya. As 
I have before stated, the church at Mon- 
maza is very small. Their teacher, a 
Pwo, was converted not long before Mr. 
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Brayton left this place. He was a man 
possessing much more property than 
common Karens, and had received a 
Burman education. He had, however, 
had but small opportunities to become 
acquainted with the doctrines of the gos- 
pel or the discipline of the church, and 
evinced considerable ignorance of both ; 
yet he seems to have been faithful. He 
has expended nearly all his property, 
for want of any help from the Mis- 
sionary Union, and had refused to take 
the small contributions which the church 
had been willing to make for his support, 
on the ground * that it would seem like 
taking things as a gift, or would resem- 
ble begying.” endeavored to show him 
the fallacy of this idea, and in the morn- 
ing, before I left for Pyeekhya, called 
the members together, and induced them | 
to subscribe about what they thought 
they could give their teacher, in rice, 
&e., for his support. 
or two heathen Karens present, who join- 
ed in this subscription. 


Pyeekhya—A three years’ progress. 


Arrived at Pyeekhya about 11 
It is three years since I was in this place 
before, and during that time I have vis- 
ited 
have known 


land. 
Pyeekhya. When I left, 
their spacious and well-built chapel stood 
almost bare in the open plain. 


ny native 


buried with shrubbery and young fruit | 


trees, many of which tower above it and 


completely shut itin. A new generation 


of young people have come up, and many | 


whom I left mere children I found mar- 
ried. In all these respects this may be 
taken as an emblem of the state of a 


church left to itself; only the 


needs often to be reversed, and briars | 


and thorns put for flowery shrubs and 
fruit trees, and an ill omen rather than | 
blessing from the haste with which chil- 
dren spring into manhood and woman- 
hood. But in the present case the omen 
is not altogether ill, and many positive 
and striking improvements, as fruits and 
flowers of the gospel, have been put forth 
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There were one | 


A. M. | 


I should hardly | 


It is now | 


figure | 


7 


since I was last here. There seems, on 
the whole, to have been a steady im- 
provement both in the village and in 
the church. 


Duty of the church to the ministry. 


Feb, 2.— Spent the day in visiting the 
houses and old scenes. 
preached from Acts 15: 3. The con- 
gregation was quite large, the large chap- 
el well filled; and all seemed to listen 
with great interest and attention to the 
‘sermon. ‘The design of the sermon was 
| to show that “the church is to bring the 
The true spirit 


of the church is to rejoice in the success 


Last evening I 


| 
} 
| 
| 


ministry on their way.” 


of the gospel, and to lend a helping hand 
to the ministry ; whichis to be stretched 
So far as their 
support is concerned, the ministry is to 
| be brought on their way by the church ; 
_and this service is not to begin at some 


out to them continually, 


| 


late point in their ministration; but, as 
illustrated by the sending forth of the 


apostles from Antioch, it is to begin even 
| 


with selecting the ministry by the com- 


mand of the Holy Ghost, and bringing 

' them out from the ranks of their breth- 
ren. It involves the idea of the church 
| leading on those who are to come into 
the ministry, and feeding and sustaining 
them in this as well as in all other parts 
of the way. 

I intended this part of the discourse 
to have a connection with the rice need- 
ed in the school, which I intended, if pos- 
sible, to sustain in the city during the 
rains; and consequently determined to 
I 
stated my object, and called upon the 
church, after the close of the exercises, 
to determine how much they could give 
The hearty and 
unanimous reply was, “Just what the 


put the matter immediately to test. 


| for a school in the city. 
| 

| teacher thinks we ought to give;” and 
they were willing of their ability, and 
even more than their ability, to give for 
this purpose. Their means are exceed- 
small. Almost any farmer in 
America who would be accounted at all 
“ forehanded,” would easily “buy out” 
the whole village; and in many cases this 


| ingly 


| 
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would be only like adding another farm 
to the many already possessed. It was 
finally resolved by us all, that, all things 
considered, one bushel of rice for each 
house would be about what could be well 
spared from the village under the circum- 
stances; and this was accordingly furnish- 
ed, and put into my boat to be carried 
about one hundred miles to Tavoy. 


Costly withholding. 


We insert without abatement or exception 
the reproving appeal wrung from our brother 
in his deep distress. When will the churches 
bring their offerings, “ willingly and with a 
perfect heart,’ in some just measure propor- 
tionate to the work in hand? 

I might murmur forth a word here 
about the great necessity of schools for 
this poor people ; and about the fact that 
poverty comes like a blighting pestilence, 
even from the riches which almost bur- 
den and engulf; so to speak, the Amer- 
ican churches, and sickens our hearts, 
and makes our hands hang down, and 
our knees feeble. We “cannot afford” 
it,— those who send us here “ cannot af- 
ford” it. And the fact that we have said 
that we “cannot afford” it, has reached 
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not only us, as missionaries, but it has 
struck like a knell, tolling through these 
poverty-stricken villages, over their lit- 
tle schools and churches. We have tried 
to ring another sound, to strike a more 
cheerful note after it. We are willing | 
to gather scattered bushels of rice and 
carry them hundreds of miles, and to 
give over a large share (as we have now | 
done) of the really scanty allowance 
which you have made for our own sup- 
port and families; but still the knell 
which we hear takes away our strength. | 
Our brethren “cannot afford” to help 
us. But, God helping us, we will try to 


have a school, though we see no support 
or help offered us by our brethren at | 


home. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. KNOWLTON. 


The journal from which we take the follow- 
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san, made by Mr. Knowlton in the autumn of 
1855, and of course anterior to the one report- 
ed at p. 465 in our last number. The excur- 
sion occupied five weeks. Thecircumstances 
which first directed the attention of the mis- 
sion to this promising field are briefly stated 
in the Annual Report of last year, p. 295. 

Mr. Knowlton left Ningpo Nov. 23, and ar- 
rived at Chusan on tho 25th, having been de- 
tained a day by contrary winds near Chinhai, 
at the mouth of the river. In this city, Chin- 
hai, he visited an inguirer, a physician, who 
had been examining Christian books, and oc- 
casionally for two or three veurs, visiting the 
chapels at Ningpo. The first knowledge he 
obtained of the Christian religion, Mr. Knowl- 
ton writes, “ was from a gospel of Matthew 
translated by br. Goddard. He was so im- 
pressed by its teachings that he commenced 
writing a book for the purpose of enforcing 
them. His book, however, had he completed 
it without instructions from a living teacher, 
would probably not have thrown much light 
upon Christianity, as he conceived Matthew 


| himself to be a god!” 


Visit to Chusan —Inquirers. 


Nov. 25.— Sabbath. Held three ser- 
vices in our little chapel. About forty 
or fifily were present at each service. 
After the morning service, met with the 
Christians and inquirers. A new and 
very interesting inquirer was present. 
A few years since, he obtained possession 
of a copy of one of the gospels, and read 
it so carefully as to become quite familiar 
with the miracles and leading events in 
the life of Christ. He had, however, 
strangely misapprehended the nature and 
ofiice of Christ, having conceived the 
idea that possibly he himself might attain 
the power of working like miracles. 
This and the case above mentioned show 


| the importance of accompanying the dis- 


tribution of books with faithful instruc- 
tions. They both now seem earnestly 
inquiring to know Christ more perfectly. 

26.—In the evening I again met the 
members. After having read and com- 
mented upon the account in the Acts of 
the continued prayer of the one hundred 
and twenty disciples, and the outpouring 
of the Spirit and the great number of 
conversions that followed, I endeavored 
to impress their minds with the import- 


ing extracts gives account of a visit to Chu-| ance of the Holy Spirit’s presence, to 
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make the word preached effectual to the 
conversion of souls; our utter helplessness 
without Him; and God's willingness to 
send Ilim to those who ask in faith. A 
deep and solemn impression seemed to 
be made. I trust the time is not far dis- 
tant when the Spirit’s mighty workings 
will be seen among these densely popu- 
lated islands. 


The hopes expressed in the following ex- 
tract proved to be, in part, illusive. Com- 
pare p. 465, last vol. 


27.—Some inquirers appear well. 
Qwu’s eldest son informs me that he has 
determined from the first of the new 
year to close his store, and keep the Sab- 
bath. This will be an important step, 
and will afford excellent evidence of his 
The keeping of the Sabbath, 
under existing circumstgnces among the 
Chinese, is one of the most difficult and 
trying duties the native convert is called 
brother-in-law, Yi- 


sincerity. 


to perform. 


ang, appears to be sincerely inquiring, | 
and has expressed the same determina: | 
tion. Seng, an intelligent man of about | 
fifty. gives pretty good evidence that he | 
has met with a change of heart. Several | 
others are inquiring. 

28.— Both last evening and this our | 
chapel was crowded with attentive listen- 
The books we distributed were re- 
meet with no opposition except from the 


ers. 
ceived with the utmost eagerness. 


French Catholic priests. They endeav- | 


or to make the people believe that we 


are emissaries of the devil; but those 
who listen to us say the doctrine is true. | 
The northwest part of the island — Vil- | 

lage preaching. 


29.— Started on a tour to the north- 
west part of the island, passing out at the | 
We traversed a | 
The whole isl | 


west gate of the city. 

most romantic country. 
and of Chusan is made up of lofty hills, 
ravines, and fertile valleys. Almost ev- 


| with suspicion. 
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the utmost extent. Rice, sweet potatoes 
and wheat are the principal products. 
We travelled some six or cight miles, 
calling occasionally on the way, distrib- 
uting books and conversing with the 
Put up at night at the house of 
Spent the evening 


people. 
a friend of Quwu's. 
in preaching to the neighbors who came 
in. 

30.— After again addressing the peo- 
ple and praying with them, we proceed- 
ed on our way, calling at other villages, 
distributing books, and preaching to the 
people. This district, or town, as it may 
be called, contains, I was informed, over 
two thousand families. 


Catholics of Chusan. 


At the northern extremity of the town, 
near the corners of two or three other 
large towns, we found a Chinese Romish 
priest in the act of laying the foundation 
of a chapel for worship. The Catholics 
in this section are rather numerous, and 
the priests hope by building a chapel 
near them to prevent their going over 
to us, and to bring back those who have 
already left them. Since the persecu- 
tions raised against them five years since, 
the few even who still adhere to the 
Catholics have not dared to attend the 
Catholic chapel in the city much. 

In consequence of former deceptions 
and oppressions of the French priests, 
I find that, being a “red haired man,” 
(the general designation for all foreign- 
ers,) Land my mission are looked upon 
It may require some 
time to remove that suspicion ; but when 
once we obtain their confidence, I believe 
there will be a general willingness to en- 


| tertain the gospel which we proclaim. 


In the afternoon we passed out of this 
town, which is called Tz-vi, and entered 
Here 


most faithful and warm-hearted converts. 


Dzeng-kong. lives one of our 


Ile welcomed us with joy, and assisted 
us in obtaining a lodging place at the 


ery ravine contains a hamlet, in which | “ Street,” a large village on the seashore. 
there are often hundreds of families.) I went through this village, leaving a 
The valleys and the hill sides, which are | book at each shop, informing the people 
beautifully terraced, are cultivated to of the object of our visit, endeavoring to 


} 
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remove prejudice by assuring them vad This town forms the extreme north- 
were not Catholics, and inviting them to | western point of the island, and is distant 
come in the evening and listen to our! from Tinghai city about eighteen miles. 
doctrine. At evening our room was! The towns of Yin-teng and Ting-tz to- 
crowded, and many stood about the doors, gether contain about eight hundred fam- 
while the assistant Chii and myself et a ilies. That of Dzeng-kong contains about 
deavored for about two hours to pomaen | | fifte en hundred families. There are isl- 
to them plainly and faithfully the “ glo- | ands beyond and around in every direc- 
rious gospel.” tion, all densely inhabited. 

Dec. 1.— Proceeded on our way, call- 
ing at the villages as usual. A little af- 
ter noon arrived at the house of a rela- 
tive of Qwu’s in the town of Ting-tz. In | 


The adjacent islands. 


3.— After family worship we proceed- 
ed on our way, it not being our present 


the afternoon we visited the principal | purpose to tarry long at a place, but 


village in the town, and called on three | 


| 
| rather to make a tour of exploration. 
of the most influential families, where we | 


On leaving Ting-tz, our footpath, for 
| there are no other roads in this part of 


together with those who came in through | China, lay over a high hill, from the top 
curiosity, listened attentively to the word. | 


In the evening, as usual, we held a meet- sented. ‘The sea, interspersed with nu- 


ing at the house where we put up, at | merous lofty islands, was spread out on 
which fifteen or twenty neighbors were | either hand, while at our feet were ter- 
present. raced hill-sides, highly cultivated and 

—Sabbath. Called the neighbors | fruitful valleys, and smiling villages. 
together for worship, and again proclaim- | On the west among the islands is one 
ed to them the existence of the one true | lying about half way between Chinhai 
God, and the Saviour Jesus Christ, and | and Tinghai, called King-dong-san, which 
exhorted them to believe in the one | contains several villages and many thou- 
and worship the other. Afterwards I} sand inhabitants. I have been told by 
expounded to the disciples the eighth | one of our inquirers, who has frequent 


were politely received. The inmates, 


of which a beautiful prospect was pre- 


chapter of the epistle to the Romans. | occasion to go there on business, and has 
They expressed deep interest and delight | informed the islanders of our doctrines 
in the precious truths contained in the | and of our labors at Chusan, that they 
chapter, some of which were new to! wish us to go there and preach to them, 


them. —an invitation which I shall accept the 
In the afternoon the assistant and my- | first opportunity. 
self went to the principal village in the} The islands which surround Chusan 


adjoining town of Yin-teng, and spent | in every direction, I think present some 
two or three hours in preaching and dis- | aspects very favorable to the propaga- 
tributing books. We were kindly re-| tion of the gospel. The inhabitants of 
ceived, though the people have the most | each island are in a great measure cut 
bitter hatred towards the Catholics, hav- | off from the rest of the empire, and are 
ing been formerly “ syueezed ” by them | bound together by the ties of relationship 
to the amount of several hundred dol- | into one great family. Should a few on 


lars. The Catholics formerly had a|an island become truly converted, they 


chapel here, but the people have not left | would form a nucleus which, as in many 
one stone of it upon another. Its site is | of the South Pacific islands, would gath- 
now a field. A literary man of this | er, as we might reasonably hope, the re- 
place was particularly attentive to the | mainder around them, and thus the 
truths we uttered, and kindly became | whole island become a religious commu- 
our conductor through the village. nity. 


t 
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Dasaw district —'Tsing-aw — Sicew-saw. 


Descending into the valley we spent 
a couple of hours in a village, preaching 
and distributing books. We then pro- 
ceeded to the principal village in the 
district of Da-saw. 
of one hundred and twenty families, all 


This village consists 


descendants of the same progenitors, who 
emigrated some two hundred years since 
from a village near Ningpo. There are 


several literary men among them, some 


of whom listened very attentively to the | 


assistant, while he gave a very long and 
able defence of the doctrines of the gos- 
pel. 
knowledge of the doctrines of Confucius 
manifested by the young assistant, and 
often approved the excellence and truth- 
fulness of the doctrines of Christ. I can- 
not but hope that we shall hear again 
from some who listened on that occasion. 
In the evening we addressed a congrega- 
tion of about forty individuals, who gave 
excellent attention to all that was said. 
This town has some seven hundred fami- 
lies. 

4.— In the morning we visited Tsing- 
aw, a small town containing some two 
hundred families. Here we met witha 


devoted Buddhist, who is a literary man 


and a teacher of the village school. In- | 
cense sticks were burning on his study | 


table, and I should judge by the amount 
of ashes on the table, and the vast num- 
ber of incense-sticks laid up for future 


use, that he kept them incessantly burn- | 


ing ;—thus were the protection and bless- 


ing of his gods perpetually invoked. | 


We had already been informed that he 
was one of those devotees who hope to 


attain to great merit and purity by eat- 


ing vegetables and dispensing wholly | 


with flesh and fish of all kinds. I found 
the assistant at home also in Buddhist 
books, showing from their higher teach- 
ings, as well as from the writings of Con- 
fucius, the folly of the devotee’s course. 


He and several other principal men of | 


the village listened respectfully to all we 
had to say, not attempting, after throw- 
ing out afew quotations from their books, 
which they evidently did not at all un- 


They expressed admiration at the | 
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The 
| young assistant acquitted himself on this 
| occasion in a manner that gave me great 


| derstand, to hold an argument. 


| satisfaction, and increased my already 
‘high esteem for him. He not only has 
|a clear, strong mind, but, what is far 
better, he seems to be asincere Christian 
‘in heart, and ardently devoted to the 
}cause which he has espoused. I love 
| him indeed as a brother. 

| Crossing a high and steep mountain, 
we next entered Sicew-saw, a large town 
| containing about two thousand families; 
)and after partaking of some refreshment, 
took our station in the temple of the 
| principal village, where a crowd of peo- 
_ple soon assembled. ‘Though most un- 
doubtedly they came together through 
curiosity, they gave very respectful at- 
tention to the important message we had 
|to communicate to them. Thence we 
passed through the streets, leaving books 
at the principal shops. The crowd be- 
coming great, we took our position ina 
shop at the corner of a street, and dis- 
coursed till it was near night to a large 
and for the most part attentively listen- 


ing concourse of people. In the evening 
about thirty assembled at the house where 


| we lodged, and listened again to the word. 


The following day Mr. Knowlton, having 
| accomplished the tour he had intended, re- 
j turned to Tinghai, and resumed his chapel 
services, the congregations, which assembled 


every evening, varying from twenty to fifty. 


| Worship of ancestors— Popular super- 
| stition — Deadly effect of opium smok- 
ing. 

| 6.— Ata meeting of the converts and 
le . . . . 

| inquirers this evening, Wong, an intelli- 
| gent young man of about thirty-five, re- 
lated a very interesting and encouraging 
incident. 


He has been baptized but a 
|few months,* yet has made excellent 
| progress in a knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures and Christian doctrines, and labors 
very faithfully among his countrymen, 


| especially his connections. The incident 


| referred to shows that his labors have not 
| been in vain. 


* See Magazine for Feb. p. 40, last vol. 
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It appears that it was thought time by 
the members of the family that the tomb 
of their father should be completed and 
that of their mother prepared, though 
she is still living. A great variety of 
idolatrous ceremonies, offerings, and the 
worship of ancestors, are considered as 
indispensable concomitants of this duty, 
—they who for any cause neglect them, 
being regarded as unpardonably guilty 
of filial impiety. According to Chinese 
custom, it is the duty of the eldest son to 
attend to these matters. In the present 
instance, the eldest son being suddenly 
called away on business, he requested 
this brother, who is a Christian, to pre- 
pare the tomb. Tle answered that, if he 
did it, he could not indulge in any idol- 
atrous ceremonies; he could worship 
none but the one true God. The elder 
brother remarked that if the rest of the 
family were willing, he had no objection 
to his conducting it on Christian princi- 
ples. And such was the effect of his 
reasonings and persuasions, that at length 
all consented te his so doing. This was 
an important triumph. Nothing is so 
dificult for the Chinese to give up as the 
worship of ancestors. That of idols has 
comparatively but a slight hold of them, 
and they are easily convinced of its folly. 

12.— To-day a man called who inquir- 
ed of the assistant if he was not Veh, the 


Chinese name for Buddha; supposing, | 


according to a popular superstition, that 


Buddha might have descended and dwelt 


in him for the purpose of exhorting men 
to righteousness. 

A wealthy man from the village of 
Dzeng-kong, who was unwilling when 
we visited there to give us lodying, also 


called and apologized, and invited me to 


come to his place again, promising to | 


give me a room as long as I wished to 


stay. He seemed desirous of becoming 
acquainted with our doctrines, and I be- 
gan to hope that we had a new inquirer. 
But my expectations withered, when | 
learned soon after that he was an opium 
smoker. <A confirmed drunkard I re- 
gard as a far more hopeful case than a 
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say, the smoking of opium is one of the 
greatest hindrances to the introduction 
and spread of the gospel in this empire. 
It is so, not only because it steels men’s 
hearts against moral impressions, but also 
because of the disgrace attached to all for- 
eigners in consequence of their connec- 
tion, or supposed connection, with the pro- 
duction, importation and sale of the drug. 


The southeast part of Chusan. 


18.— Started on a tour to the south- 
east part of this island. We went ina 
boat to Sing-ko-meng, situated at the ex- 
treme southern point. Our course was 
along the tortuous shore of Chusan, which 
then lay on cur left; on our right was 
an archipelago of mountainous islands, 


The distance was about twenty miles. 
On arriving, we took up our abode in 
the temple. In the afternoon the assist- 
ant and myself went through the village, 
distributing tracts, and at different points 


| sddressing the multitudes that thronged 
| about us. This town contains some 
| 


twelve hundred families. In the even- 


ing, and again in the morning, we ad- 
dressed the people who assembled in the 
temple. 

19.— Proceeded to Do-aw. Found a 
few who seemed interested in our doc- 
trines. There are about one thousand 
families in the town. 


20. 


Arrived at Lu-hwa, and put 
up in a hamlet consisting of a family by 
the name of Lee. They were nearly all 
Catholics formerly, and during the late 
troubles the Buddhists exacted from 
them over two hundred dollars. They 
have now ceased to attend the Catholic 
services. They listened attentively, as 
we endeavored to point out the errors of 
Romanism, and to impart to them the 
true gospel. They seemed convinced, 
and promised to attend at our chapel. 
| We also preached and distributed tracts 
“at “ the street,” or principal village, and 
again in the evening, as usual, in the 
| guest-room of the house where we lodg- 
_ed. This district contains about two 
| thousand families. 


smoker of opium. Ido not hesitate to} 21.— Travelled over a plain about 
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seven miles to Deng-au. In the eastern 
part of the island the valleys are much 
broader than in the western, and pro- 
duce great quantities of rice, wheat and 
vegetables. Villages and hamlets are 
seen scattered in every direction. O, 


when will they hear the glad tidings of 


salvation? We preached in as many 


villages as the time would permit. But 


in a flying visit the people get but a} 


vague idea of the true import of our mes- 
sage. 

In the evening, the house where we 
stopped being too small to admit hearers, 


we went out into the street, and with the | 


full moon for our chandelier, and a stone 
for our pulpit, we preached the gospel 
for more than two hours to some seventy 
or eighty attentive listeners. Several tar- 
ried after we ceased speaking, to ask ques- 
tions and learn more of our doctrines. 1 


trust that some seed has been sown, that 


will spring up and bear fruit to the glory of | 


God. The next morning I overheard a 
young man telling his comrades what | 


had said the night before. le gave the | 


ideas precisely as Thad giventhem. [was 
led by this incident to believe that, as a 
general thing, [ succeed in making my 
ideas distinctly understood, and that they 
are communicated from one to another. 
This town has some two thousand fami- 
lies. 

22.— Visited the bible reader men- 
tioned Nov. 25th, who resides in Young- 
teng, about four miles from Tinghai. He 
has, I find, a very inquisitive mind and 
retentive memory. Ile has of late been 
reading the Old Testament, and has 
made himself familiar with the principal 
events recorded. le declares emphati- 
cally that he believes in and worships the 
one true God, and has given up idolatry, 
though he was formerly a devoted Buddh- 
ist. 

Population of Chusan. 


The population of all that part of the 


island which I have visited, is undoubt- 
edly over fifty thousand. The popula- 


tion of Chusan and the surrounding isl- 


ands is probably over 300,000 ;—a vast 
field, perfectly accessible, and present- 
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| ing, I think, a greater prospect of imme- 


diate success than the cities and villages 
| on the main land. Providence seems to 
| have led us into that feld. Shall we not 
occupy it ? 
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| Self-sustentation; the will, and the 
way. 


In preceding articles in this number, sev- 
eral instances ure given of ready and zealous 
efforts on the part of Karen Christians to 
| mect the exigency, created by the late reduc- 
tion of remittances from the Union, by con- 
tributions in money or produce or labor from 
jamong themselves. And, not improbably, 
inore is being eflected ina twe vemonth, by 
the present necessity, in promoting both the 
principle and the practice of self-reliance and 
self-support in the work of home evangeliza- 
tion, than could have been accomplished by 
mere precept in as many years. Thus, as says 
our beloved brother, “ good is brought out of 
evil; and not among the Karens alone, but 
wherever the churches /now, not in word but 
1 power, the grace of our lk rd Je sus Christ. 


(See also pp. 400-1, last vol.) 


Hamburg, Oct. 31, 1856.— Our pecu- 
|niary distress has produced the most 
| happy effects on many, if not all, our 
mission churches. <A spirit of holy de- 


votedness for the cause of Christ, such 


lus, is now rising in the churches. Pa- 
rents and children are exerting them- 
| selves, in self-denial and powerful effort, 
to give and earn what they can, that not 
one of our missionaries may be dismissed. 


Our sisters have formed sewing and knit- 


| 

ting societies. Some of the brethren 
are giving their cigars to the Lord, and 
_ our children have commenced gathering 
bones and rags, and have given the pro- 
duct of these to the mi-sion. Some of 
ithe churches have engaged to support 
the missionary who labors among them, 
'in whole or in part; and we have thus 
secured for the ensuing year, from Jan- 
uary, 1857, upwards of five thousand 
marks —about £300. We have also re- 
| ceived, in addition to the $1000 paid to 
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the Union, about $860; but the mem- 
bers of our Board agree with me, that 
we cannot pay these to your treasury, 
on account of our own urgent wants. If 
your Board had been able to continue 
the amount of Jast year to our mission, 


these S860 would have been deducted 


from our expenditures, 

Wherever I visited the churches dur- | 
ing the summer and autumn, I pressed | 
it on them as their duty, to exert them- | 
selves to the utmost in sustaining the | 
mission. Besides donations in money, | 
we have received many trinkets, and | 
from some of our country people, cattle ; | 
among the latter, a cow, a sheep, also 
some bee-hives, pigeons, Xe. 

Thus good is brought out of evil. Our 
dear poor people are giving from their | 
poverty ; but even this makes them bet- 


ter Christians, and an amount of happi- 
ness Is enjoyed by them which can only 
If in- | 
deed all professing Christians lived more | 


be experienced, not described. 


in the daily and hourly enjoyment of 
God's great gift to a guilty world, there 
would be more giving; and the Lord | 


would have the first, the best, and the | 
largest portion of all he has entrusted us | 
with of this world’s goods. But alas! | 
how few live by faith in the real enjoy- | 
ment of a Father's free gift to a sinful 
world ! 


O for primitive faith, life and 
devotedness! The Lord—the Spirit | 
alone — can give this. 
JOURNAL OF N. LARSEN, DENMARK. | 
Death of the ungodly— Moravian set- | 
tlement. 
In the month of January I was on the | 
| 

My friends of last 
summer had not forgotten me; and the 


island of Fiihnen. 


truth having worked in their hearts, they | 
were more willing than ever to promote 
my labors. A startling event transpired 
during my stay, and prepared many | 
minds to receive the truth. A woman | 
who had often declared she would never | 
lend her ear to the bible, was suddenly 


ealled to give up her account. She was 


known as a godless character, and her 


end was disturbed by terror of her ap- | 
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proaching doom. Many persons came 
to me to inquire how they might escape 
a similar fate. The meetings during my 
stay were crowded, and I hear many give 
evidence of a change of heart. 

From Fiihnen I took the steamer to 
Christiansfeld, a Moravian settlement, 
where, as I had always heard these set- 
tlements highly spoken of, I was surpris- 


}ed to find drinking and immorality as 


much in vogue as in other places. Yet 
when I tried to commend a better state 
of things, I was told my mission was su- 
perfluous here, where the best form of 
religion in the world prevailed. 

In walking to B., 1 was joined by a 
young man who had derived a great 
blessing from the services of the Meth- 


odists in Hamburg. His joy was great 


‘to find I would speak of religion ; * for 


how rarely,” he said, “ one meets a Chris- 
tian. I have now travelled here six 
months without meeting with a person 
who was willing to speak freely of the 
Saviour.” 


Demand for books and for preaching. 


23.—- Distributed tracts at the fair of 
Fredericia. I was regarded with suspi- 
cion until it became known I was not a 
Mormon, as these people have gained 
many followers in Denmark. My sup- 
ply of books proved not nearly large 
enough; and when I began to give ver- 
bal testimony of the truth, notwithstand- 
ing the cold weather, I had a large audi- 
ence around me. Many were evidently 
pricked in the heart, and I was request- 


| ed to remain here a week, which I glad- 


ly did, a respectable man kindly giving 
me board and lodging. 

Feb. 7.— Received a large order for 
bibles and tracts from a believer of the 
state church. Unlike too many of his 
brethren, he received me with cordial- 
ity. He was himself, he said, an unflinch- 
ing Lutheran, but he appreciated the de- 
sire of the Baptists to disseminate truth, 
and could not but favor their efforts, 
Ilis friends, he said, had offered to print 
tracts at their own expense, if he would 
but abstain from communion with us. 
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“ But I know,” he said, “ how soon their 
zeal would relax ; the Baptists seem to me 
to be hot, while we are neither ‘ warm nor 
Alas, I thought how far are the 
Baptists from being in the state which 
God requires of us! My Lutheran 
friend's remark caused me to send up an 
earnest prayer to Heaven, that God may 
cause the true fire of the Spirit to be 


cold.” 


kindled again throughout the Christian 
world. 


FRANCE. 


From a letter of an assistant in France, 
dated Oct. 18, 1856, we translate the follow- 
ing items in reference to the churches and 
stations of the French mission. 


The church at like that at Paris, 
is favored with liberty of worship, and 


meets with no interference from the civ- 
il authorities. The meetings on Sab- 
bath afternoon are always numerously 
attended. No baptisms have occurred for 
a considerable time, but the pastor is en- 
couraged by the knowledge that there 
are many well-disposed persons around 
him, and some who appear to be true 
converts. The members of the church 
adorn their profession. 

The number of church members at 
~— has been diminished a little by re- 
movals. ‘T'wo persons were baptized the 
first Lord's day in October, and it is hop- 
ed that others will shortly follow. There 


are twenty interesting inquirers who are | 


disposed to hold conversation on person- 
al religion, and our colporteur distributes 
tracts to more than one hundred and fil- 
ty persons. Hence we cherish the hope 
that our work will grow. Still a laborer 
is needed at ——, exclusively devoted 
to the work. The city is large, and the 
persons to be visited are remoie from 
one another. 

The churches at and —— do 
not yet enjoy religious freedom, but in- 
fluential persons are actively endeavor- 
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ing to procure this privilege for them. 
The work here has been retarded the 
last year by a variety of circumstances. 
The departure of Mr. Willard, the pover- 
ty of the pastors, and the fear that the mis- 
sion is to be abandonedand the churches 
left to themselves, and that they shall 
have neither minister nor public worship 
have operated as serious discourage- 
ments. Still the work is not stationary. 
Mr. 


and several awaken hope. At 


has baptized three converts, 
Mr. 


has had several baptisms, and a 


large number of persons are well dis- 
posed. If we could be permitted to hope 
for assistance for the future from the 
brethren in America, one of the chief 
hindrances to our work would be remov- 


ed out of the way. 


has made several encour- 
and . The work 
has been retarded, but some seem deter- 
mined to persevere. 


Pastor 
aging visits at 


One young female 
at ——— maintains a religious life, not- 
withstanding every kind of ill treatment. 
“She was watched by her brother,” says 
Mr. -—, “during the whole of one of 
our meetings, and when she refused to 
promise not to come to us any more, he 
seized and beat her, and if her mother 
had not interposed would perhaps have 
taken her life, so much was he enraged 
with her. After her brother left the 
house, she came and spent an hour with 
us, to confirm her faith.” 

The churches in —— and 


are 
reduced almost to nothing. 

I ought to inform you of the state of 
the public mind in France. Baptist 
ideas are now making great progress, 
even in the bosom of the Pedobaptist 
churches. A baptist work, by an author 
capable of appearing in print, appeared 
only fortnight since, and Tlearn from 
good authority that another, equally bap- 
tistical, is about to appear, written by one 
of the pastors in Paris. The Archives 
du Christianisme which has hitherto been 
hostile to us, is beginning to admit arti- 
cles in favor of our principles, just as it 
formerly published articles on the other 
side. 
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CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Rev. J. B. Jones writes under date of Sept. 
18, 1856, that during the four months preced- 
ing he had attended on the field of his labors 
eleven meetings of two days each, two of 
three days each, and one of four days. Be- 
sides these, two meetings had been held for 
instructing the native preachers, and at the 
common meetings Mr. Jones had spent much 
time in answering their questions and opening 
tothem the Scriptures. In the same period 
he had preached thirty-five times, besides 
giving several addresses, and interpreted nine 
sermons for preachers not acquainted with the 
Cherokee dialect. He reports many interest- 
ing occasions. His purpose is to devote much 
of the ensuing winter to the work of trans- 
lating. He thus speaks of the arrangements 
in progress for a 


Cherokee printing-office. 


The native brethren have begun to 
build a new printing-oflice at their own 
expense. We have tried to impress up- 
on them the idea that the press is lett in 
their own hands, and if any thing isdone 
in the way of printing, they must sce to 


it. The timbers are all hewed, and have | 


to be drawn several miles. The build- 
ing is to be a two-story log-house, thirty 
feet by seventeen, with a press-room and 
compositors’ room below, and a bindery 
and store-room above. <A good portion 
of the money is already contributed for 
buying that part of the materials that 
will cost money. 


**Come over and help us.’’ 


Alluding to the regret experienced on re- 
ceiving notice from the Executive Committee 
that, in consequence of the embarrassed state 
of the treasury, a part of the salaries of the 
native assistauts must be withheld, Mr. 
Jones says: 


Many circumstances combine just now 
to increase our embarrassment and 
the injurious consequences of such an 
event. The members of the mission 
have consulted together on the matter, 
and they do not see how any of the na- 
tive brethren, with perhaps one excep- 
tion, can at all be spared from devoting 
their whole time to the work. Before 
the letter came which brought the sad 
news of the deficiency in the treasury, I 
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was thinking of proposing to the mission 

to ask for more native help. We have 

several most excellent brethren who 

preach with much success. We want 

their whole time. Our cause is languish- 

ing for just such help as they could give. 
* * * * 


If it were worth while, I would beg for 


three more native preachers. The field 

/is open, and the people are ready to hear. 
Cannot our brethren devise some means 
by which to come up to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty ? 


Additions to the churches. 


| Asa testimony to the readiness of the peo- 
| ple to receive the gospel and in proof of its 
| success among them Rev. E. Jones, reported 
the 27th of July, 1856, the baptism of 
forty-four Cherokees,— fourteen males and 
thirty females; and on the seventh of Octo- 
ber, of twenty seven more, — eleven men and 
sixteen women. In connection with the latter 


report, he writes: 


On Monday, Sept. 29th, we closed an 
interesting series of meetings of four 
days’ continuance with the church at 
Verdigris, in the Grand Prairie. The 
congregations were quite attentive to the 
preaching, and a number of persons 
manifested deep concern for their souls. 
In the course of the meetings, over thir- 
ty persons came forward to ask the 
prayers of the church and to receive 
special instruction in regard to the way 
of salvation. One young girl gave an 
account of the exercises of her mind 
and wasapproved by the church, and on 
| Sabbath afternoon was buried with Christ 
by baptism. 

The church has sustained a great loss 
in the death of one of the deacons,—a 
deeply pious and exemplary Christian 
man. Ilis death was full of the consola- 
tions of the gospel. Ile was a nephew 
of our late br. Bushyhead. 

Notwithstanding some serious obsta- 


cles to our missionary work, we have had 
much encouragement the present season 


in different parts of the nation. Large 


congregations have assembled and seri- 
ous attention has been given by the 
| hearers. 
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In a Jetter dated Nov. 4th, Mr. Jones com- 
municates additional tidings of a like favora- 
ble character. He writes: 


The four days’ meeting at Lee’s Creek 
was a profitable season. 
so much feeling in the congregation gen- 
erally as we have often had; but a con- 
siderable number manifested concern for 
their spiritual interests. From among 
those who had before given evidence 
of a hopeful change, six were baptized. 
About twenty-five persons came forward 
for prayer and instruction. 


There was not | 
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At the regular monthly meeting at 
Flint, three hopeful converts,—two men 
and one woman,—professed their faith in 
Christ, and were baptized by our broth- 
er Gasannee. A series of meetings, con- 
tinuing four days, Oct. 23—27, was held 
with br. Tanenole’s church at Long Prai- 
rie. The season isrepresented as having 
been an interesting one. The congrega- 
tions were large, and there were indica- 
tions of the presence of the Saviour. 
On the Sabbath, six persons,—four males 


and two females,—were baptized. 


MISCELLANY. 


AM. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
THE DEPUTATION TO INDIA. 


The report presented to the Board by 
the Deputation in March last, (Mag. pp. 
140 — 152, last vol.) having been referred 
to a committee of thirteen for further in- 
quiry and consultation, the committee 
addressed a circular to each male mem- 
ber of the missions visited by the Depu- 
tation and by Dr. Anderson, and to re- 
turned missionaries in this country, pro- 
posing certain questions and inviting re- 
ply. They also requested of the Pru- 
dential Committee an expression of their 
opinions upon the various subjects con- 
tained in the report of the Deputation. 
The results of these inquiries are embod- 
ied in the report of the Special Commit- 
tee submitted to the Board at its late an- 
nual meeting, Oct. 28-31. “ This re- 
port was accepted by the Board, and the 
various resolutions which it contained, 
together with some recommendations and 
remarks which were changed to the form 
of resolutions, were adopted.” The con- 
clusions reached are in harmony with 
the report of the Deputation. We give 


extended extracis, both on account of 


their own importance and their bearing 
on like matters which have come before 
the Board of the Missionary Union. 


For reasons assigned in our notice of the 
‘report of the Deputation, our quotations 
will be mostly restricted to remarks rela- 
tive to mission schools, and more espe- 
cially 

Batticotta Seminary. 


Our first extract respects a letter to 
the Special Committee written by W. D. 
Sanders of the Ceylon Mission. The 
report says, 

“ Tlis views of Batticotta Seminary de- 
serve special notice and regard. He 
thinks this Seminary is of a higher order 
than is called for by the circumstances 
of the case. It aims to teach more sci- 
ence than the other English high schools 
of India; and he has‘ never seen the 
native teacher in Batticotta Seminary 
who made science the handmaid of re- 
ligion.” In 1854, ‘of 37 studies exam- 

ined, 32 were in the English language, 
j and 5 in the Tamil.’ The disproportion 
was not generally so great; but examin- 
| ing committees ‘ have dwelt on the fact, 
|that Tamil was too much neglected’ 
Mr. Sanders was in Batticotta one year, 
and had charge of the Seminary six 
months. He was delighted with the 
work, and felt that it ‘was a most en- 
couraging field of labor.’ He adds: ‘I 
then went to the village work, and am 
free to say, that my views have been 
very much modified by my experience, 
and by a knowledge of a wider range of 
facts. The graduates were raised too 
high above ‘ the masses of the people for 
effective missionary work.’ The Tamil 
missionary field, he thinks, will not gen- 
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erally depend on Batticotta graduates 
for a supply. Few assistants from this 
source are now found on the continent. 

“Mr. S. gives us the following table 
of persons born within the limits of the 
Tillipally station, and now living, who 
were educated, wholly or in part, at the 
Batticotta Seminary. It was made out 
in November, 1855, and, of course, en- 
tirely irrespective of the request of the | 
Special Committee. 

101 names in all. 

29 reside abroad. 

72-within the station. 

46 professed heathen. 

35 “ Christians. 

11 not known to have rubbed ashes. 

5 sons of Christians. 

4 excommunicated church members. 
Leaving out those who are abroad, 
Of the 

72 at the station — 
39 are heathen: 
16 professed Christians. 

9 not known to have rubbed ashes. 

4 sons of Christians. 

4 excommunicated church members. 
Of 16 professed Christians — 

9 were receiving salaries from the 

mission. 

1 connected with the press, and yet 

retained. 

1 left the office when turned over to 

the natives. 

1 teacher. 

1 left the Seminary, and has no em- 

ployment. 

1 an ordinary cooly. 

1 a farmer. 

1 in search of employment. 

“*Those who are marked as heath- 
en,’ says Mr. S., ‘and excommunicated 
church members, attend our religious 
meetings no more frequently than the 
heathen generally.’ He also says, that 
‘if the salaries of the mission were to 
stop, there are only two or three of the 
Christians whom we could depend upon 
as permanent residents.’ 

“Mr. S. mentions another fact which 
reveals an alarming state of things: 
* That all our Christians fully expected 
that ali of their sons should be educated 
in Batticotta Seminary, and all of their 
daughters in the Oodooville Seminary, 
and were offended if they were not tak- 
en; and I think it is clear that the ten- 
dency was not towards rooting Christian- 
ity in the soil of Jaffna.’ It is well 
known that the Jaffna ehurch has had 
an unenviable reputation on the subject 
ef casTe, and Mr. S. says: ‘The Batti- 
cotta graduates have given us this repu- 
tation ; and itis also true that the leading 
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and most learned members of our church 
give us the most trouble on this subject.’ 

“ As to Oodooville Boarding School, 
the testimony is that it ‘has been emi- 
nently successful as a missionary institu- 
tion.” And yet the number who should 
be educated there must be graduated by 
the prospects of their being ‘ married to 
suitable companions.’ The training of 
this school would entirely unfit the pu- 
vils to become ‘ wives in ordinary and 
sat Tamil life.’ 

“Tn relation to village schools; Mr. 8. 
would have the mission report on this 
subject thoroughly carried out. ‘The 
school should be select, where there is a 
suflicient number of Christian and nomi- 
nal Christian children to warrant it.’ 
They now have provision for more than 
forty village schools, and he would have 
them made as efficient as possible, by 
the employment of thorough Christian 
teachers.’ *The school should be made 
an appendage of the church, and Chris- 
tians should feel that it is their school, 
and that their children are to be protect- 
ed by it, as far as possible, from sewren 
influences.” Mr. S. would encourage 
schools for girls, in every legitimate way, 
but not as has been done heretofore, ‘ by 
presents in the shape of fruits, head-oil, 
clothes, jackets, and washing of clothing.’ 
Some of these have been discontinued at 
several of the stations. 

* The English may be encouraged, Mr. 
S. thinks, to a greater extent in large 
cities, as in Calcutta and Madras, than 
in country missions. He would give an 
English education to a few of the best 
scholars in the Batticotta Seminary, and 
even this should be done only to a lim- 
ited extent; but he deems it quite use- 
less in Oodooville Boarding School. The 
best scholars acquire but little, and what 
they have is of no practical use when 
they leave the school. The desire for 
English is very strong, and it is sought 
principally ‘for the worldly emolument 
to which it introduces the individual ;’ 
and he can not consider it ‘the duty of 
the American Board to spend its strength 
in that direction.’ ‘Those who are ca- 
pable of making the English valuable in 
their work,’ he would have instructed to 
a limited extent; but he adds: ‘I be- 
lieve the majority of our assistants will 
be as efficient without it, if they are prop- 
erly trained in their native tongue.’ ” 

A letter from Mr. Howard, of Batti- 
cotta, corresponds in its general tenor 
with the preceding. 


“Tn regard to the prominence given 
to educational efforts, he employs strong 
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language: ‘The results of forty years’ 
labor in this mission do seem to indicate 
that there are evils incident to our edu- 
cational establishments in connection 
with missions, which, after a series of 
years, so develope as greatly to exceed 
the advantages, and may be the means 
of destroying more souls than are saved 
by such instrumentality. ‘These can not 
well be understood in all their force, ex- 
cept by those who have been brought in 
contact with them for a course of years, 
in actual labor, among the masses, in the 
village work.’ 

“Mr. Howland’s former opinions of 
the necessity of the English language for 
those who were preparing to become re- 
ligious instructors had been for some 
years gradually modified ; they were still 
more modified, during their late discus- 
sions while the Deputation was with them ; 
though he now thinks that it may be de- 
sirable, when the Seminary is again com- 
menced, to have the English ‘ taught to 
a select class.’ 

“In reply to the inquiry of the Special 
Committee, ‘ Do the changes promise an 
increase of efliciency in the work of con- 
version?’ he remarks: ‘Perhaps not 
immediately. But I hope for more suc- 
cess ultimately than in the former course.’ 
Ile then states several very natural and 
obvious causes of reaction; such as the 
blighted expectations of Christians, who 
were quite confident that all their chil- 
dren would be educated at the Batticot- 
ta Seminary and the Oodooville Female 
Boarding School — which in any event 
a few years would have proved to be fal- 
lacious — the reduction of the wages of 
native assistants, and the like. ‘But 
still we felt, he adds, ‘there was a ne- 
cessity for a change. We did what we 
thought we must do, and tried to do it 
in a way to avoid as much evil as possi- 
ble. In the circumstances, we have 
cause to be thankful that we have suffer- 
ed so little from it..... The Chris- 
tians are tried in regard to their own 
as, and those of their children; 
ut some of them are beginning to make 


the best of it, and are helping themselves | 


by way of obtaining education for their 
children.’ 

“The heathen show as much willing- 
ness as before to listen to the gospel 
message. ‘Indeed, says Mr. Howland, 
‘I never had so interesting village meet- 
ings, nor held them so frequently, as 
since the changes were made. These 
meetings are some of them held in pri- 
vate houses, and in villages where they 
have no school. I am especially encour- 
aged by the results, thus far, of the efforts 
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to transplant gospel institutions into the 
villages, commenced in connection with 
the other changes. There is encourage- 
ment and hope, that the little gatherings 
in the villages may be the beginnings of 
Christian churches. The assistants in 
charge are benefitted by the responsibil- 
ity thrown upon them, and I think will 
grow in strength to meet it. The church 
recently established under a native pas- 
tor in my field, seems to be prospering, 
and the experiment, thus far, is success- 
ful beyond our hopes.’” 


A second letter from Mr. Howard was 
exclusively devoted to the subject of ed- 
ucation. The report states, 


remarks, in this letter, on the 
old village schools are discriminating and 
instructive, and may serve to show the 
real value of this instrumentality. These 
schools have done much good in many 
ways, and especially as the children 
were instructed in the Holy Scriptures. 
But as they have been so connected with 
heathenism, in various ways and forms, 
being under the tuition of heathen teach- 
ers, and heathen lessons having been in- 
culcated either openly or by stealth, they 
must have formed a very doubtful aux- 
iliary, or appendage, of a Christian mis- 
sion. Changes for the better have been 
effected at one or more of the stations. 
| Christian teachers have in some instan- 
ces been obtained. But still further 
reformation is called for. Mr. H. says: 
‘I believe that in some few instances 
these teachers do rise above mere mer- 
cenary motives, and really desire the sal- 
vation of their pupils; though their ef- 
forts, both in the line of instruction, and 
direct labor for the salvation of their pu- 
pils, would not compare with those of 
some of the most indifferent Sabbath 
school teachers in America.’” 


On the subject of Female Education,. 
the report continues : 


“The former system of rewards — 
|clothing for the girls in the village 
schools, and ‘in boarding schools full 
board and clothing,’ and ‘dowry upon 
marriage "— have been gradually discon- 
tinued, and a less mercenary system has 
taken its place. Mr. H. thinks that the 
Female Boarding School at Oodooville 
‘has furnished the most precious results 
of missionary labor in Jaffna,’ but, from 
circumstances which have been already 
distinctly stated in the report, the num- 
ber of pupils must be limited. He would 


seem to concur fully in the measures 
adopted during the visit of the Deputa- 
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tion, on the subject and details of educa- 
tion in this school. 

“*TIn looking at results,’ says Mr. 
H., ‘it should be borne in mind, in con- 
nection with these educational efforts, that 
the mission has been emphatically and 
decidedly, from the beginning, a preach- 
ing mission. Indeed, statistics show that 
a large proportion of missionary strength 
has been given to the direct preaching 
of the gospel. In the Sabbath and vil- 
lage congregations; by the way-side ; in 
the bazars; from house to house; from 
village to village ; in the school-roum and 
in the missionary’s study; the great la- 
bor has been, we believe, to bring the 
truth as it is in Christ Jesus, in direct 
contact with the hearts of this people, in 
humble reliance upon the renewing and 
sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit 
to make it effectual tosalvation. In sum- 
ming up results, therefore, some may be 
the result more especially of these labors, 
and others more particularly of educa- 
tional efforts, while more will be the 
combined result of both. Some results 
will be easily traced to their cause, and 
others not easily.’ 

“ On another subject, which is promi- 
nent in the present inquiry, he remarks: 
‘The desire for English education has 
become intense among both Christians 
and heathen. It is a desire not founded 
upon an estimation of the language or 
the rich stores of literature and science 
to which it is the key, but solely upon 
the fact that being the language of the 
rulers of the land and of the missionaries, 
acquaintance with it is the stepping-stone 
to honor and wealth. 

“This letter contains a statement of 
‘Resu cts of missionary labor in Ceylon, 
pro and con., which must have great in- 
terest to the friends of this cause. These 
results may be briefly epitomized in our 
report, in the following manner: 

‘ There is a very general diffusion of 
the knowledge of Christianity among the 
people. 

‘ There is among many of the heathen 
a want of confidence in their religious 
system. 

‘The great majority of conversions 
have been among the educated. 

‘The majority of the Christians are 
persons of influence and standing in the 
community. 

‘The Christians are from the great 
body of the people. 

‘The thorough Christian education of 
both sexes is exerting a salutary influ- 
ence on the children of the church. 

‘ There are instances of fervent piety 
in the church, and sometimes earnestness 
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and faithfulness in laboring for the salva- 
tion of others.’ 

“ But on the other hand ; 

‘The great body of the‘church are 
more or less pecuniarily connected with 
the mission. 

* This fact has made church member- 
ship a thing to be desired for its pecuni- 
ary advantages. 

‘The heathen generally consider it a 
privilege to have some of their relatives 
connected with the church and mission 
employment, as they receive ready 
money. 

‘ This pecuniary relation to the mis- 
sion tends to destroy their power as a 
witnessing church, among the heathen. 

‘ This suspicion among the people, of 
the motives of Christians, is dispiriting 
to those who are sincere. 

* The missionaries often have little con- 
fidence in the apparent interest of those 
who listen to them, since there are so 
many ways in which they may receive 
worldly benefit from them. 

‘ These pecuniary relations often tend 
to destroy that love for one another, 
among church members, which is one of 
the evidences that they ‘have passed 
from death unto life.’ 

‘This relation to the missionary as 
paid agents, ofien renders them eye- 
servants. 

‘The fact that a large proportion of 
the church are paid agents, often awak- 
ens envy on the part of those who live 
by daily toil. 

‘Those church members who have 
been trained in boarding schools, as chil- 
dren, where they have received every 
thing from the mission, at length come 
to claim, as a right, what they have been 
long accustomed to receive as a gratuity. 

‘This state of things destroys their 
confidence in each other. 

‘ The training of Christians in board- 
ing schools unfits them for settling down 
on the soil as farmers. 

‘There seems to be no opening now 
for the large rising generation of baptiz- 
ed children, but to be educated like their 
parents, and become the dependents of 
foreigners. 

‘The yielding of the heathen to their 
Christian relatives, for the sake of pecu- 
niary advantage, often has a bad influ- 
ence on the Christians themselves, by 
leading them to conform to the heathen 
superstitions of their friends. 

‘ As education has been generally con- 
fined to the farmer caste, and the Chris- 
tians are mostly of that caste, the lower 
castes often feel that they are not wel- 
come to the gospel feast. 
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‘ The condition of the educated young 
men who have not become Christians, is 
asad one. They either yield to open 
wickedness, or seek to fortify their con- 
sciences by some refuge of deism or mys- 
ticism, and are often violent opposers of 
the truth. 

‘ This course is regarded by the heath- 
en as an evidence against the moral 

ower of Christianity to regulate the 
and conduct.’ 

“* Among all those who have been ed- 
ucated in the Seminary ’— and we quote 
the very language of the letter —‘ there 
is probably not one in jfifiy, who makes 
any use of his knowledge to drink from 
the rich fountain of English literature. 
Some few of our native assistants make 
some use of such books as Barnes's Notes ; 
and of a Concordance, or Scriptural Man- 
ual; but they rarely take up an English 
book to read it for the information it con- 
tains, though they may do it as a means 
of improvement in the language.’ 

“Mr. Howland joined the mission in 
1846.” 

To the views advanced in the above 
letters, those expressed by Messrs. Spaul- 
ding and Meigs of the same mission, are 
on several points adverse. 

* As to the changes made in the Bat- 
ticotta Seminary, Mr. Spaulding does 
not approve of them, and yet he says: 
‘We had no one whose heart was in it, 
and who could be spared for it. Of 
course it must be modified, or the horse 
would run away with his rider; and 
many thought he had already! This 
was our fix. To earry it on was impos- 
aible.” And yet he says: ‘I do not find 
fault with the Deputation, as such. They 
did what they were empowered to do ;— 
verhaps less. (And no perhaps about 
it.) ‘The fault lies back of all these, and 
grows out of the want of liberal plans and 
liberal contributions of money for the 
great work.’ The fault, according to 
Mr. Spaulding’s reasoning and state- 
ments, must lie at the door of the Pru- 
dential Committee and the Christian 
community in this land. It is in this 
connection that he remarks: ‘I think it 
would be ‘disastrous’ to return to exact- 
ly what we had when the Deputation 
visited us—with only one missionary 
teacher — with so little Tamil and Bible 
—and so much English and science. 
Give usa bridle and men to handle it, 
or we would better go on foot. I have 
no fellowship with the plan of raising lit- 
tle horses, because great ones may run 
away with us! There is a fault some- 
where.’ 
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“ As to Oodooville Female Boarding 
School, Mr. S. would enlarge rather than 
retrench. His views do not correspond 
with those entertained by a large major- 
ity of the mission, nor could they be car- 
ried out, even if it were desirable. This 
latter statement he fully admits. He 
would have the American churches fur- 
nish men and money not only to carry on 
missions in the simple form of preaching 
the gospel to the heathen, but he would 
have them build up educational estab- 
lishments of various orders on a large 
scale. 

Mr. Spaulding further says: ‘ The sim- 
ple preaching of the gospel among the peo- 
ple of India, when Catechisms and Scrip- 
ture history are not, and have not been 
taught to the children, has thus far, had 
very little effect. Conversion simply by 
preaching, as the term is generally used, 
is yet, toa very great extent, theory.’ 

“In speaking of education, he also 
says: ‘My opinion is, that the land or 
field we occupy needs Batticotta Semi- 
nary worked at least by two first-rate 
conservative men, thoroughly biblical. I 
would take a class now, and gradually 
add until I reached the aimed at 75 or 
100 students. I would have central 
English schools to fit lads for Batticotta, 
as formerly, in English as well as ‘Tamil.’ 

“ Mr. S. joined the mission in 1820. 

“Mr. Meigs informs us that the mis- 
sion disbanded the Batticotta Seminary, 
because they ‘ had no one who was able 
and willing to teach it’ * * * * Those 
who could teach it were placed at other 
stations, and we were compelled to pur- 
sue the course we adopted.’ And he 
suggests that, when the Seminary is re- 
opened, he would have it ‘ better adapt- 
ed’ to the wants of the mission, ‘ less sci- 
entific, and more biblical. The number 
he would reduce only to 50, instead of 
25.’ 

“Tn relation to Oodooville Boarding 
School, Mr. Meigs agrees with the great 
majority of the mission, that it should 
‘bear some proportion,’ in its pupils, ‘to 
the number needed as companions for 
the native assistants.’ In this sentiment 
he agrees with Mr. Sanders, who says: 
‘The number must be regulated by the 
marriage market.’ Mr. Meigs ‘ would 
not advise the study of English’ in this 
school.’” 

The Committee close this part of their 
report with an honorable testimonial to 
the excellence of the missionaries last 
named. 

“ Whatever difference of opinion may 
exist between the Committee, and the 
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deceased Dr. Poor, and the beloved 
Spaulding and Meigs, missionaries ven- 
erable in age and service, upon some 
points brought into view in this report, 
the Committee entertain undiminished 
confidence in the integrity of these ex- 
cellent men. They have probably done, 
under the circumstances, as well as could 
have been done by any good men. They 
have borne the burden and heat of the 
day for more than a third ofa century, 
and it affords the Committee pleasure to 
bear this testimony to their exemplary 
Christian fidelity, and the high claim 
they have upon the affection of the 
American churches.” 


The length of the preceding extracts 
allows us to add only some of the con- 
cluding remarks of the Committee. 


“In regard to the late visit of the 
Deputation to the Eastern missions, the 
Special Committee believe they have 
performed a great and needful work ; 
that they have discharged their high 
trust as faithful, devoted men; that they 


ought to receive the cordial thanks of 


this Board; and that we may confident- 
ly hope, that a new spirit may pervade 
and animate our missions abroad, and a 
strong missionary impulse be given to 
our churches by this labor of love. It is 
true, some diversity of opinion exists in 
relation to missionary policy, but it is 
not a diversity which respects the hind 
of agencies to be employed in order to 
save the soul and evangelize the world, 
but such as respects the specific forms 
and relative proportions in which these 
agencies are to be used. And in looking 
over the whole missionary field, there is 
great unanimity even on this latter point. 

“ On the whole, therefore, your Com- 
mittee are happy to report, as the result 
of all their inquiries, and of their corres- 
pondence and intercourse with the mis- 
sionaries and returned missionaries of the 
Board, that there is no difference either 
among the missionaries or between them 
and the executive officers, nor yet among 
the members of the Board, in regard to 
the great principles which underlie the 


work of extending the knowledge of 


Christ and the kingdom of God among 
men. The only differences that have 
arisen, are differences in regard to the 
economy and details of the work; partic- 
ularly how far the relative utility of one 
instrumentality and another, in making 
known the great salvation, is modified by 
the peculiarities of the work in different 
nations, under different governments, 
and in different stages of unchristian civ- 
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ilization. Such differences are best ad- 
justed by the natural method of leaving 
them to the missionaries and the Pru- 
dential Committee. Experience will 
teach. The experience of intelligent 
and devoted missionaries and the expe- 
rience accumulated in the councils of 
the Prudential Committee, will impose 
the necessity of modifications, from time 
to time, in subordinate arrangements and 
all the economy of Foreign Missions, 
while the great first aim of saving the 
souls of men by leading them to the 
knowledge of the Saviour, is still undevi- 
atingly pursued.” 


The Committee express the following 
views in regard to the nature and rela- 
tive importance of 


Preaching. 


“The authority for missions, both in 
primitive and modern times, must be 
found in the commission given by Christ 
to his apostles, briefly recorded by 
one of the Evangelists in these words: 
‘Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.’ This in- 
junction has been in force for more than 
eighteen centuries, and is in full force 
at this day. It comes to us in all its 
original freshness, and the same living 
spirit is in it which breathed there the 
day in which it was given. That was 
the dawn of a new era in the church of 
Christ, when a few New England fathers, 
admonished by their sons, awoke to the 
contemplation of their own relations to 
this command of Heaven, and to the 
600,000,000 of perishing heathen who 
fall within the direct scope of its inten- 
tion. 

“ The first missionaries obeyed this in- 
junction, not only in its spirit, but in its 
letter. They waited at Jerusalem only 
for the gift of the Holy Ghost to furnish 
the necessary qualifications for carrying 
out their great commission. Among 
these there was one, as obvious as it was 
indispensable —‘ The gift of tongues.’ 
They were to‘ preach the gospel,’ and 
to many persons, and many nations 
whose language they had never learned, 
and which, in their circumstances, they 
had no means of learning. They were 
to‘ preach the gospel,’ or proclaim its 
message orally — for this is the primitive 
import of the term. Other things may 


be called preaching, constructively ; but 
oral proclamation is literal preaching. 
So the Author of the great commission 
intended, and so the apostles understoed 
him, and so, it may be added, the gift of 
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tongues interpreted their instructions. 
They were supernaturally qualified to 
‘speak to every man in his own tongue 
in which he was born.’ It was the gift 
of tongues to the apostles, and not the 

ift of hearing and understanding a strange 
sapaheoe on the part of the people. 
And this principle, or fact, stands forth, 
radiant in light, through all the apostolic 
narrative. Every nation was addressed 
in his own language — in the vernacular, 
whether more or less rich in expression 
— whether more or less adapted to relig- 
ious thought. The venerable Hebrew, 
the rich and mellifluous Greek, or the 
manly and majestic Latin, might have 
been carried round the world, by the 
apostles and their personal associates, as 
a holy language, if it had seemed best to 
Him who orders all things in wisdom, 
and who made his own arrangements for 
converting the nations. The audiences 
might have been furnished with the gift 
of hearing with the same ease with which 
the first preachers were furnished with 
the gift of speaking. But this was not 
the plan of God. It is his purpose, the 
wisdom of which we can partly compre- 
hend, but which need not be discussed 
here, to give the gospel with all its stores 
of rich grace to the nations of the earth 
in their own languages. There may be 
rare exceptions, but they are such as go 
to establish, rather than repeal the rule. 
And this purpose will be accomplished, 
and the glad tidings will be preached, 
and joyful hallelujahs will be litted up in 
all the languages and dialects of the 
earth. 

“ Preaching, or oral preaching, as it is 
sometimes called, by a sort of tautology, 
in our day, is the ordained instrumental- 
ity for the salvation of the soul and the 
conversion of the world. This principle 
lies at the foundation of missions to the 
heathen. This is the grand agency. It 
must ever occupy the first rank, while 
ther means may accompany it as auxil- 
laries, or follow in its train, and then be- 
some active causes for still further pro- 
gress. Here God has placed preaching 
—literal preaching. Nothing can super- 
‘ede it, or stand in its place, or go before 

» in a successful plan of missions. On 
this point your Committee have been en- 
tirely one in conviction and sentiment. 

“ Education and the press can never 
successfully take the place of preaching. 
They should not stand before it in point 
of time, or generally be employed asa 
to its reception. Nothing 
could more directly contravene the es- 
tablished methods of grace. It is true 
that the press did not exist in the apos- 
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tles’ day, but education had its power 
over mind, and its controlling influence 
in the social structure; and the princi- 
ple is the same whether applied to one 
or both, or to any other human instru- 
mentality. ‘It pleased God by the fool- 
ishness of preaching to save them that 
believe ;’ and the principle is as true 
now as in the age of primitive Christian- 
ity. 

“Tt is true that one form of society, 
or of civil government, may be more fa- 
vorable to the propagation of the gospel 
among a people than another ; and one 
course of education of the individual 
mind may better prepare that mind for 
the saving entertainment of the truth 
than another; but to infer that the first 
work of Christian missions is to reérgan- 
ize the framework of society, or recon- 
struct the government of a country, or 
educate mind by conducting it through 
certain prescribed courses, in order to 
convert men and induce pagans to be- 
come Christians, is to disparage the sim- 
ple plan of God, and load down the 
friends of missions with responsibilities 
which no mortal men can sustain. It is 
reversing the order of things as estab- 
lished of God. 

“There is more in it than at first 
meets the eye or ear. It is saying that 
the Bible revelation is not adapted to 
man in all circumstances — that he may 
wander so far from God, may sink so low 
in vice, may be bound so firmly by the 
cords of sin, may go down so low on the 
intellectual scale, as to possess nothing 
upon which the truth of the gospel can 
fasten itself, and reclaim him. This is 
to disparage the Scriptures. It chimes 
in — we speak not of the intention, but of 
the fact — with the oft-repeated theory of 
infidels: ‘ That you can never Christian- 
ize the heathen till you have first civilized 
them.’ This is an old theory, and it still 
lives in the religious speculations and the 
prevailing literature of the age. It is 
now assuming a prominent place in such 
discussions. 

“ But other things are implied in the 
theory that would put forward any in- 
strumentality as an antecedent and in- 
troductory process to the preaching of 
the gospel with success. It consigns one 
generation of pagans to a hopeless doom. 
Its language implied, if not expressed, 
is this: you can not expect to evangelize 
and save the present generation of hea- 
thens — the only hope respects their chil- 
dren. These may be educated, and then 
the statements and appeals of the gospel 
may be made to bear upon their minds 
and moral susceptibilities, and they may 
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be converted and saved. Not to insist 
here on what has already been hinted at, 
that such a theory would render the 
apostolic commission to ‘ preach the gos- 
pel to every creature’ of no force and of 
no avail in certain cases, and the Scrip- 
tures inapplicable to the condition of men 
till certain changes are brought about by 
other agencies than the truth of God, and 
previously applied, it is to our present 
purpose to urge that such a view of mis- 
sions foreshadows a hopeless future for 
the whole living generation of pagans. 
The gospel of the grace of God can not 
shed one ray of light or hope upon the 
thick darkness which hangs over their 


eternity.” 


EDUCATION IN GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOLS IN INDIA. 


A correspondent of the “News of the 
Churches,” writing from the Bombay presi- 
dency, makes some interesting but sad dis- 
closures, in respect to the schools for higher 
education in India. 

There isa movement among the young 
men of our colleges and schools of the 
most hopeful kind. And it cannot but 
be regretted that there is not sufficient 
biblical knowledge to give it an impetus 
and healthy development. For while 
the pupils see the errors of their ances- 
tral creed, and see, too, the truth of 
Christianity, this last conviction is so 
vague, and has so little of logical form in 
their minds, and still less of spiritual vi- 
tality,— such as meditation and study of 
Christian characters given in the Bible 
alone can impart,— that, with the sin- 
cerest of wishes, they are not fortified 
for any such thing asa downright resig- 
nation of all for Christ. For some years 
back, during Sir Erskine Perry's educa- 
tional administration, the strangest and 
most inconceivable of prejudices were 
allowed to rule in the matter. The his- 
tory and the facts of Christianity were 
not uttered in the hearing of the young 
men. Greek and Roman mythologies 
might be taught or mentioned; and for 
anything I know, Scandinavian and Hot- 
tentot theologies might be freely dis- 
cussed there ; — but so wretched a thing 
was Christianity, or perhaps so power- 


ful was it, that nothing of it must be ut- 
tered, lest some magic power arise and 
fascinate the young men. So altered 
are matters now, that since, inquiries 
which became necessary from the late 
movement of the Parsi youths referred to 
in my last letter, have led to a minute 
from the governor in council, which we 
look upon as quite an epoch in educa- 
tional matters. 

These inquiries originated in certain 
accusations in the native newspapers 
against a Parsiteacherin the Elphinstone 
college, who was charged with having 
taught the Bible there. This Parsi 
teacher is well known to the missiona- 
ries, is a Christian in head, has brought 
his family to that position too, and wishes 
his children to be educated as Christians, 
but has made no profession. These in- 
quiries, prosecuted by government, show- 
ed that he had made the most legitimate 
use of the most legitimate means in his 
religious teaching, — that he had done 
nothing more than give full information 
and explanation of such references and 
facts as the school books of the institu- 
tion give on Christianity, instead of pass- 
ing or slurring them over, as is the wont 
of others. The minute, for the first time 
in the history of education, gives an ofli- 
cial statement of a very common-sense 
principle : — 

“ As there could be no correct appre- 


| ciation of the literature of ancient Greece 


and Rome, were all passages of Greek 
and Latin authors which bear upon their 
religious tenets to be altogether omitted 
or left unexplained ; and as few, if any, 
Sanscrit books could be understood with- 
out some knowledge of the systems of 
Hindu religious philosophy, — which 
knowledge is required also in order to 
understand the existing vernacular liter- 
ature of the country and its laws; so it 
appears utterly impossible that pupils 
can ever become acquainted with even 
the most purely secular literature of any 


other people, (though they may be with 
its language,) if all passages in which ref- 
erence is made to the religion of the peo- 
ple be omitted or ignored. The governor 
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in council has considered it necessary to 
record these remarks, from observing 
the apparent apprehension of: disap- 
proval with which some of the instructors, 
whose statements are before him, have 
explained the really unobjectionable 
mode in which they have proceeded, and 
the assurance of another, that he has 
been ‘in the habit of omitting all passa- 
ges in which the name of Christ was men- 
tioned,’ and of only ‘ sometimes retaining 
those in which he was indirectly referred 

This ought to have been conceived 
along with our institutions, and not to 
have made its appearance at this time of 
day, thankful though every Christian 
mind must be that these principles have 
now come to rule the statesmen of the 
land. Wehope that Lord Elphistone’s 
successors may act upon the same com- 
mon-sense principle; and may we not 
hope, that there are now banished from 
India those wretched doctrines of a god- 
less expediency which the history of ed- 
ucation in this country exhibits, and 
which have thrown the cause of educa- 
tion so far behind? We might have had 
some life, and energy, and stamina in the 
native mind, had not these destructive 
principles been acted upon. As it is, 
the native mind presents a very slip-shod 
appearance. 

The entire machinery and the me- 
chanical products of our educational in- 
stitutions have been lately overhauled, 
and disclosures made of a very deplor- 
The annuai 
examinations of the Elphistone and Poma 


able and humiliating kind. 


colleges, instead of being left to the pro- 
fessors, were conducted by gentlemen 
unconnected with them, and the result 
has been very damaging to both these in- 
stitutions. The students were found with 
over-crammed heads, —with crude, undi- 
gested, and shapeless knowledge. Their 
spelling was very defective. Their es- 
says were slavish imitations of, and unac- 
knowledged quotations from their text- 
books. ‘They have been put to a college 
curriculum before they had half fin- 
ished their school-drill. In the mathe- 
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matical department there was a qualified 
commendation given by the examiner; 
but in the literary branches there is 
nothing, except in the behavior of the 
pupils, which, at the least, is a set off 
against the very sweeping censures of the 
examiner; who, had he not illustrated 
each one of his censures by copious 
proofs, would have been charged with 
an ill feeling against the college, though 
such a charge would have been perfectly 
groundless from other considerations,— 
the examiner being a young barrister 
fresh from Europe, who could have heard 
nothing but what was favorable, and who 
went to the examination with predilec- 
tions in fabor of the colleges, and the col- 
leges have no enemies here. There is 
much to be said, and many qualifications 
made, but it would scarcely be the place 
in such a letter to enter into any criti- 
cism. 

One bad effect upon the Indian mind, 
which may be said to draw a large por- 
tion of its culture from these colleges, 
is the conceit which has been most nat- 
urally engendered in young men, who 
were made to believe that their intellec- 
tual position was indeed of a high kind. 
Everybody seemed to believe for a long 
while past that the very genius of con- 
ceit haunted these colleges. And yet it 
was unaccountable,for this evil spirit nev- 
er existed with really solid knowledge, 
except in exceptional cases; and one of 
the best effects of the late exposures will 
teach the young men what their position 
in the intellectual world is. 1 have of- 
ten wondered at the fact so painfully 
evident, that young men, after having 
studied Guizot’s “ History of Civiliza- 
tion,” and Butler’s “ Analogy of Religion” 
and a course of moral philosophy, should 
yet have soshallow a knowledge of hu- 
man history, and so wretched an appre- 
ciation of religious questions, as to treat 
Christianity in a contemptuous way. 
Ilow any one who knows the age of the 
Roman emperors as an historical epoch, 
and the changes which were wrought in 
it by the principles of Christianity, can 
despise, or even be ignorant of the grand 
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problem of the age, is marvellous. And | writers, and which must be contributions 
what educated man, who has acquainted | of Elphinstonians. 

himself with the currents of thought in| To me it appears that nothing short 
the literature of Pope and Addison, can | of the introduction of Christian teaching 
ignore Christianity ; or with the mental |in Indian colleges and schools will give 
struggles which the literature of this cen-| any stamina to the instruction imparted. 
tury presents, and be ignorant of the | The first shock of European science with 
tremendous alternative which is pressing | Hindu philosophy and science must pro- 
upon thinking minds, between Christian- | duce a painful scepticism of mind, which 
ity and atheism, and which a few years| must weaken the faculties, and impair 
more of the present slackwater tide must ‘their moral perceptions. Neither the 
make too evident as the alone choice in | problems of Euclid nor the syllogisms of 
religious and philosophical thinking ? | Whately,— neither the laws of political 
Butler’s “* Analogy of Religion” is used economy nor the beauties of English lit- 
in the Elphinstone college. It has pro- | erature,—can supply those materials ofa 
duced little fruit, and I cannot think | positive knowledge of subjects connected 
that it is appreciated. To appreciate the | with the invisible world, in whose shad- 
Analogy, the deistical controversy of | Ows we tread in every turn and corner of 
which it is the product must be under-| life. With a gorgeous literature, and 
stood; and for this purpose the Bible plenty of geometrical problems to amuse 


must be known. ‘The simplest facts and | it, the ancient mind tossed and tossed till 
thorough enervation had set in. In 


principles of biblical theology are not 
known to the students of these colleges; 
while, as will be seen from Lord Elphin- 
stone’s minute, which I have given, a 
teacher, one of the alumni of the college, 


English schools, though the truth of God 


| finds no spiritual reception or practical 
recognition in thousands of youthful 
minds, that truth is ever an intellectual 


left out passages or lessons in the school-| foundation ; and they feel that whenever 


books which contained the name of Christ | the questions are aroused in their minds, 
or even allusions thereto. ‘The leading | they havea resource here to which they 


students, moreover, professedly call them- | 


selves Deists, and reproduce the Deism 
of last century in their own pointless way. 
There is now being published a monthly 
magazine among the Parsis in refutation 
of Christianity, which contains copious 
translations from European deistical 


| will come, and though not in a joyful 
| possession of it, there it is in the mind, 
'to be called up when required. It fills 
the yawning caverns of the mind in some 
measure, in this way, and gives firmness 


to the mind, and the stamina which en- 


lable us to tread with some easy step 


the vales of life. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST 


DEATH OF MRS. HARRIS. 


“ Another devoted missionary has fall- 


en ;” and it is with no ordinary emotion | 


we announce the painful tidings. Mrs. 
Miranda Vinton Harris, of the Shway- 
gyeen Mission, died of fever, on the morn- 
ing of the 9th of September, at Shway- 
gyeen, after a sickness of about eight 
days. The fatal event, as we learn by a 


MISSIONARY UNION, 


| letter from Mr. Watrous communicating 
| a few particulars, appears to have been 
wholly unanticipated. At no stage of 
the disease was Mrs. Harris supposed to 
be dangerously ill; and so hopeful was 
her condition the day before her death, 
that the physician omitted his accustom- 
ed visit. At the following midnight her 
fever had left her; but symptoms of ap- 
proaching dissolution had also super- 
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vened ; and notwithstanding all efforts to 
restore her, in a few moments her pulse 
ceaged, and without a struggle of a groan 
she “ fell asleep in Jesus.” 

Mrs. Harris (then Miss Vinton) first 
left this country to engage in missionary 
labor, in September, 1841; and had 
therefore fulfilled at the time of her 
death, with the exception of a brief visit 


to this country, a missionary service of 


nearly fifteen years. The larger portion 
of this period she labored in connection 
with the Karen boarding and normal 
schools at Maulmain, and subsequently 
at Rangoon. Much of her time was de- 
voted also to the jungle villages in the 
dry season. Blessed almost without in- 
termission with vigorous health, having 
command of both the Sgau and Pwo di- 
alects, and enjoying the unbounded con- 
fidence and affection of the Karens and 
of her missionary associates, she was as 
exemplary for diligence and cheerful- 
ness in her labor as she was honored in 
the blessing that crowned it. Few mis- 
sionary laborers have wrought so well— 
so assiduously, so wisely, so unostenta- 
tiously. 
She died at the age of thirty-seven. 


SICKNESS AT SHWAYGYEEN. 


The station has been unusually sickly the 
last year. In July Mr. Watrous had an at- 
tack of fever which confined him to the house 
some ten days. The native assistant also has 
been brought apparently near death; and 
though convalescent at the date of our advi- 
ces, Sept. 12, had not been able to resume 
preaching. Mrs. Watrous and Mr. Harris 
had been sick, the former repeatedly; the lat- 
ter had not entirely recovered his health. 


DEATH OF MRS. SATTERLEE. 

We are pained to announce the sad tidings 
that Mrs. Satterlee is dead. After the decease 
of her husband she embarked for this country 
on board the ship * Southern Cross,’ and died 
at sea, Nov. 4, 1856. 

Mrs. Satterlee was born at Lisle, Broome 
Co., N. Y., Jan. 16, 1828, and was hopefully 
converted during a revival of religion at Vi- 


enna, O., where she united with the Baptist 
church. She sailed from Boston, Oct. 16, 
1854, and arrived at Caleutta April 12th, 1855. 
She was in feeble health at the time of leav- 
ing Akyab. She wrote in her last communi- 
cation —“T fear that I shall be unable to en- 
dure the passage. God is showing me how 
frail lam; but though the heavens be remov- 
ed, and heart and flesh fail me, yet will I 
trustin him. God will take care of me and 
of his own blessed cause, though human 
means fail.” 

Her death occurred just four months after 
that of her lamented husband. Her age was 
twenty-cight years. 


BASSEIN. 


The Normal School — Karen liberality. 


Our latest intelligence from Bassein its to 
Sept. 27, at which time Mr. and Mrs. Van 
Meter report “ their hands full of most inter- 
esting and encouraging work.’’ Although 
three or four Burmese carpenters were yet 
employed daily on their dwelling, they had 
been able to accommodate a school of from 
twenty-five to forty scholars the past two 
months, the Karens defraying the entire ex- 
pense of their session, including the cost of 
the temporary buildings erected for them. 
The school was to have a short vacation in 
about ten days, after which it was proposed 
to have another session of at least four months, 
to afford the village teachers and others an 
opportunity for further improvement. The 
instruction was to be given by one of the best 
Karen teachers, under the supervision of the 
missionaries. 

An instance is related of Karen liberality, 
worthy to be classed with those in the earlier 
pages of this number. “You will rejoice 
with us,” says the missionary, “that the Ka- 
rens are so able and willing to help themselves, 
and also that God has blessed them with rul- 
ers who care for their interests. My heart 
was touched last evening by a Karen young 
man, who lives here in town and whose earn- 
ings are twenty rupees per month, (with a 
family to support,) handing me twenty rupees 
entirely unsolicited.” 


Favor of the rulers— Study of English 
discountenanced. 


The allusion to “rulers who care for their 
interests’ has its interpretation in another 
paragraph of the letter. “ One day this week 
the Commissioner of Pegu (Major A. P. 
Phayre) spent nearly the whole day in our 
school, at his own suggestion, and appeared 
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France. — Relations 


highly gratified. He wished us to send a 
subscription paper—requesting present aid 
i\ from the residents of Bassein, which he head- 
ed with a donation of rs. 100, and a very flat- 
tering notice of what we were doing. We 
have in this way received about rs. 230. Yes- 
terday he sent us an order exempting all young 


men from paying taxes, who are engaged either 
as scholars themselves, or in teaching others 
forhalfthe year. This will be a very great en- 
couragement, as well as aid, to the Karens in 
the cause of education. * * * * The Com- 
missioner spoke to the Karens strongly against 
} meddling with English unless they were prepar- 
ed to give their lives to it, commencing with 
eight or ten years of study.” 


FRANCE. 


A preacher inthe French mission, writing 
to Mr. Willard, Nov. 8, 1856, says,— 

We received news of your arrival first 
by the Macedonian, then by a paragraph 
of a letter which you sent to Mr. 
God, our good Father and Master of the 
world, heard our prayer by conducting 
you and your family in peace to your 
| country. Let his holy name be praised. 
1 Mr. * embarked for New Orleans, 
Oct. 2. He has been to-day thirty-seven 
days on the sea. I hope his God is with 
him on the waters, as he was with him 


with Mr. Beecher. 


on the land. “ The eyes of the Lord are 
i] upon the righteous, and his ears are at- | 
tentive to their cry.” “ The Lord hath | 
said to Jacob, I am with thee and will | 
guard thee wherever thou goest.” 

Mr. will arrive with his family on 
Monday at . He is to live in the 
house of Mr. till the month of April 
| next. Then he thinks of setting out for 
America. | 

Our prefect is no better than his pre- 
decessor. 


He has laid new prohibitions 
upon the meetings of our brethren at 
, and he has had the children turn- 
ed out of school, who had been readmit- 
1 ted to it. Several of our children have 
been again expelled from school, and the 
rest are going to be, the parents tell me. | 


This is a great affliction, a great afllic- | 


tion! Ignorance is the lot of our child- | 


| 
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* An ordained preacher. 


[ January, 


ren. The gendarmes, concealed behind 
the doors of their court, counted last 
Sunday the persons who enteredgpur 
house. I was at . Our brethren 
durst not hold the second meeting, and 
dispersed without waiting to see what 
might happen. A movement was also 
made against us at . Search was 
made by the order of the curé,—a search 
to “know if we were not met there.” 
We had not even thought of it. We 
shall see what will happen to-morrow. 
God is mighty, and he counts all our 
tears. 


RELATIONS WITH MR. BEECHER. 


Some weeks since, the Executive 
Committee had their attention called to 
the subject of the relations of Rev. J. S. 
Beecher to the Missionary Union; and, 
with the design of ascertaining more 
fully his views and purposes, invited him 
to a personal interview. Mr. Beecher 
accepted the invitation, and, in the course 
of the consultation which followed, stated 
the conditions on which he would be will- 
ing to return to Burmah in connection 
with the Missionary Union, as follows: 

“1. That I shall return to Bassein, 
and perform the same work that I under- 
took at my first appointment; and in 
this work of preaching the gospel, super- 
intending native churches, raising up a 
native ministry, and educating the Chris- 
tian population, I shall be left unrestrict- 


ed, except by the aggregate of the annu- 


al appropriations of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 
2. No permanent change shall be 


'made in the place or kind of my labor, 


except by mutual consent. 
3. 
not dismiss or recall me, unless I shall 


The Executive Committee shall 


have had an impartial hearing by my as- 
sociates, and have been pronounced by 
them unworthy of my standing. 

4. Any statement, communicated by 
any one on the mission field to the Ex- 


ecutive Committee or Executive ofli- 


cers, injurious to my Christian or mis- 
sionary character, shall be immediately 
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made known to me, or the paper con- 
taining such statement be returned un- 
copied to the author. 

In regard to the first condition I would 
remark, that the great object to which I} 


intend to direct all my energies, and | 
} 
| 
posal, is, not merely to Christianize the | 


Karens, but to bring the converts for-| 
ward as rapidly as possible to that high 
state of intellectual and religious eul- | 
ture, which shall enable them to go for- | 
ward in their growth, and in the support 
of religious and literary institutions, inde- | 

| 


employ all the means placed at my dis- 


pendent of foreign aid. . 

In order to provecute the work success- 
fully, I deem ic necessary that I should 
not be required to follow out in detail | 
any routine of measures which the Ex- | 
ecutive Committee shall prescribe; but 
while I shall not feel at liberty to exceed 
the appropriations, nor to divert them 
from the object for which they are desig- 
nated, yet with regard to the number of 
pupils who shall be instructed in the | 
Normal and other mission schools, and | 
the course of instruction to be pursued, 


I shall expect alarge liberty, only prom- 
ising that the funds of the Union shall 
not be, used to support pupils studying 
English, unless by specific permission of | 
the Executive Committee.” 


To this communication, the Executive | 
Committee directed the following reply to | 
be made to Mr. Beecher. 


The Executive Committee have care- 
fully considered your communication of 
the 12th inst. It states the conditions 
on which, if at all, you continue in your 
present missionary connection, and the 
fulfilment of which; you have informed 
us, must be “ guaranteed ” to you, if you 
return to Burmah as a missionary of the | 
Union. The views which it presents, 
we are given to understand, are your 
matured conclusions; differing from 
those held by you during the entire pe- 
riod of your connection with us, only as 
they have become more distinctly de-, 
veloped and defined. We have en-| 
deavored the more earnestly, therefore, | 


Relations with Mr. Beecher. 


to look at the proposed conditions with 
impartiality, apart from incidental con- 
siderations and influences, and in the 
light of the Constitution of the Union, — 
under which Constitution the Execu- 
tive Committee has been created, and 
by and in accordance with which alone 
The result is 
the unanimous opinion of the Committee 


it is empowered to act. 


that the conditions proposed by you, the 
4th perhaps excepted, are incompatible 
with the Constitution, and consequently, 
that their acceptance by the Committee, 
apart from all considerations of expedi- 
ency, lies beyond the limits of their con- 
stitutional powers. 

The first condition is manifestly in di- 
rect antagonism to the 14th article of the 
Constitution. The closing paragraph, 
more particularly, stipulates that you “ be 
left unrestricted, except by the aggre- 
gate of the annual appropriations of the 
Executive Committee,” meaning, as you 
explained to us more at length in our 
personal interview, that you be “ left un- 
restricted” by instruction or direction, 
not only in the expenditure of the aggre- 
gate of said appropriations, but in all 
your plans and measures from first to 
last, whether in expending or raising 
moneys, except as you may have under- 


stood your original instructions. The 


14th article makes it “the duty of the 


Executive Committee,” not only to es- 
tablish missions, but “superintend the 
same 
“instruct and direct all the missionaries 
of the Board.” The proposed condition 


and not only to appoint, but 


would cut off all instruction and diree- 
tion subsequent to the “first appoint- 
ment,” even though designed and given 
in explanation and furtherance of the 
ends of that appointment. 

The second condition, which regards 
permanent changes as to the place or 
the kind of labor, is substantially one 
with the first in the general principle, 
the application of the principle being 
restricted to the particulars named. By 
this condition, the Executive Commit- 
tee would be not at liberty, in the cases 
indicated, to “instruct and direct” a 
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missionary. In all instances to which 
the condition could apply, without ex- 
ception, and without the power of redress 
except in the good pleasure of the mis- 
sionary, the Executive Committee 
might be debarred, not simply the exer- 


cise of a constitutional right— which, if 


this were all, they might most willingly 
consent to waive — but, in certain con- 
tingencies, the performance of an imper- 
ative constitutional duty. The condition, 
even, would bind the Executive Com- 
mitiee to perpetuate indefinitely a mis- 
sion or station or a mode of labor, what- 
ever their own convictions of the wisdom 
of so doing, subject to the irresponsible 
will of the missionary once appointed 
thereto. 

The third condition, respecting the 
dismissal or recall of a missionary, is 
equally at variance with the Constitu- 
tion. The 16th article imposes on the 
Executive Committee, and on them ex- 
clusively, the unwelcome office of dis- 
missing or recalling a missionary “ for 
suflicient cause;” holding them at the 
same time and “always responsible for 
such exercise of their power to the 
Board of Managers.” The condition 
which you propose would transfer this 
burden to associate missionaries, — while, 
on the other hand, it would subject them 
to no correspondent accountability ;— 
and inasmuch as, by the terms of your 
proposition, all action on the part of the 
Executive Gommittee would be necessa- 
rily consequent to some definite action 
of missionary “ associates,” the provi- 
sion for dismission or recall by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, as now embodied in 
the Constitution, might in any and all 
cases be made null and void. 

With regard to the fourth condition 
stipulated, the subject does not appear to 


have come expressly within the scope of 


constitutional provisions; and there is no 
one provision, consequently, which in 
strict propriety of speech it can be said 
to contravene. Yet, in some sort, it 
seems to set itself at variance with the 
tenor and spirit of them all. The Con- 


Resignation of Missionaries. 


[January, 


stitution of the Union supposes that its 
agents — those who act under it, wheth- 
er Committee or missionaries, and who 
are honorably retained as its agents — 
are Christians, under the law of Christ, 
laboring together for a common object, 
and bound together in mutual confidence 
and charity. Hence it embraces no pro- 
vision or stipulation implying the con- 
trary. It is, confessedly, accordant with 
the law of Christ, that no statement of 
the nature indicated in the proposed con- 
dition, be held or used to the prejudice 
of any missionary, and he be debarred 
the opportunity to vindicate his mis- 
sionary or Christian character. But 
matters of this description belong not so 
much to constitutional compacts, as to 
Christian ethics guiding and controlling 
missionary polity. Practically consid- 
ered, if character be assailed, the times 
and method and means to be adopted 
for its scrutiny or its vindication, may be 
best determined when such exigencies 
shall arise, and by the parties more im- 
mediately concerned, 

The following vote was also passed by 
the Committee, and communicated to Mr. 
Beecher: 

Voted, “That Mr. Beecher be in- 
formed that the Executive Committee 
deem his views and purposes, expressed 
in the conditions presented to them as 
above, somuch at variance with the prin- 
ciples of the constitution under which 
they act, that they feel themselves 
called upon, in fidelity to their trust, to 
terminate his connection with the Union 
as its missionary ; and that said connec- 
tion is hereby dissolved.” 


RESIGNATION OF MISSIONARIES. 


Since the issue of the last number 
of the Magazine, letters have been re- 
ceived by the Executive Committee from 
Messrs. Vinton and Brayton, of Ran- 
goon, resigning their connection with the 
Missionary Union. 
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DONATIONS. 


ReceiveD 1n NovEMBER, 1856 
Maine. 


A friend of missions 2.00 
Lincoln Asso., Ara Perkinstr., 45; 
Thomaston, 2nd ch. 70.00; Rey. 
Job Washburn 5; Hope, Dea. 
Wm. Light 1; Camden, 2nd ch., 
Mrs. Dodge 5) cts.; Union Cen- 
tre, ch. 4; to cons. Rey. William 
Corthell L. M., 125.59 
Addison, ch. 6; Cornville, “a de- 
ceased lover of missions” 2.09; 8.00 


New Hampshire. 


Stratham, ch. 6.00 
Warner, ch. 10; Warren, Method- 
ist ch. 16.25; per Rey. M. H. 


Bixby, agent, 26.25 


Vermont. 


Fairfax, students of the New 
Hampton Institution, with oth- 
er donas. to cons. the principal 
of the Fairfax Female Semina- 
ry, Miss Laura A. Gage, L. M., 
per Rev. M. H. Bixby, agent, 

MeIndoes Falls, Arch. Kenfrew 
10; Wallingford, Ist. ch., Sab. 
Sch. 1 


80.00 


11.00 


Ira, ch , per Rev. J. Aldrich, agt., 8.00 


Massachusetts. 


toston, a fem. friend of missions 
100; a friend of missions 10; 
Holyoke, Ist ch., mon. con. 10; 
West Cambridge, ch., T. O. 
Hutchinson tr., mon. con. 48.- 
67; Brookline, ch. and cong., D 
Sanderson tr., mon. con. in Noy. 
81; Webster, ch. 14; Framing- 
ham, ch. and soc. 60; Haverhill, 
Ist ch.. George Appleton tr., in 
840; Winchester, a fem. 
‘riend 10; West Acton, ch. 39; 
West Medway, Mary E. Arnold, 
to sup. Mary BE. Arnold in As- 
ram Orph. Sch., 25; Sheldon- 
ville, a friend 1; 679 57 
Pittsfield, ch. 70; Groton Centre, 
ch. 11; Rowley, ch. 10; South 
Reading, ch. 50; Springtield,ch 
125; Worcester, Pieasant st. ch., 
mon. con. 17; to cons. Rev. Ste- 
phen Cutler L. M., per Rev. J. 


Aldrich, agent, 283.00 


Rhode Island. 


State Convention, R. B. Chapman 
tr.. Providence, Ist ch., of wh. 
63.06 is mon. con. in Oct. and 
Noy.. 28 an. sub. per O. Johnson, 
collector, 15 per R. B. Chapman, 
collector, 95 per D. Daniels, col- 
lector, 66 per Prof. A. Harkness, 
collector, and 210 per Dr. A. 
Woods, chairman of colls., 462 - 
06; Wickford, ch. and svc. 65; 


Connecticut. 


New Haven, Ist ch., bal., Richard 
8. Fellows, per G. O. Sumner, 
chairman For. Miss. Com., 200; 
Essex, Mrs. Jerusha Hayden, for 
German mission, 30; O. Spen- 
cer, for German mission, 6; 
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136.68 


81.25 


962.57 


527.06 


Preston, Rev. Levi Meech, per Rev. 
J. Aldrich, agent, 10.00 


— 245.0 


New York. 


Hartsville, Lydia Stiles and a rel- 
ative 3; Virgil, Rev. Sidney 
Wilder, tow. the sup. of a Ka- 
ren preacher, to be named by 
Rev. N. Harris, 15; 

Monroe Asso., William N. Sage 
tr., Rochester, Ist ch., to cons. 
Harriet L. Llood L. M., 125; Ger- 
man ch. 4; Mendon, ch. 4; 
Greece, ch, 12.87; 145.87 

Genessee River Asso., Pike, ch., 
per Rev. H. A. Smith, agent, 25.00 

Niagara Asso., Akron, ch. 21.69; 
Clarence, ch. 8.90; Masters Eben 
and Horace Hunt 15 cts.; Miss 
Mary Hunt 10 ets.; with other 
donas. to cons. Rev. Harrison 
P. Hunt L. M., per Rey. H. A. 

S., agent, 30 84 

Steuben Asso., Milo, Ist ch. 15.69; 
2nd ch. 24.69; with other donas. 
to cons. Mrs. Marinda Ferguson 
L. M.. per Rev. H. A. S., agent, 40.38 

Black River Asso., Watertown, 
ch., per Rev. H. A. S8., agent, 23.00 

Cayuga Asso., Auburn, ch. 20.75; 
Cato, ch. 1; sr. Wilbur 5; Flem- 
ing, ch. 2; Jordan, ch. 20; Mon- 
tezuma, ch. 2.50; Port Byron, ch. 

17.95; Sennett, ch. 8; Owasco, 
ch. 16.57; Seipio, ch. 49.19; Ster- 
ling, ch. 6.86; Skeneateles, ch. 
240; Springport,ch. 4; per Rey. 
H. A. S., agent, 156.23 

Onondaga Asso.. Fayetteville. ch. 

6; Fabius, ch. 28; Manlius and 
Sullivan, ch. 5; per Rev. H. A. 
S., agent, 83.00 

Union Asso., Sing Sing, ch. 84; J. 
F. Cunningham 10; per Rey. O. 
Dodge, agent, 

Dutchess Asso., Amenia, ch. 83 75; 
Joseph Reynolds, to cons. Mrs. 
Joseph Reynolds L. M., 100; Do- 
ver plains, ch, 22.25; South Do- 
ver, ch. 6; Seth Walton 1; Hen- 
ry Sage 10; John Pulverl; Mrs. 
Lawrence 2; Lorane Lawrence 
2; Rey. L. Burch 1; Stanford, ch., 
with other donas. of this Asso., 
tocons. Rev. Elijah Lucas L. M., 
15.39; Pine Plains, ch. 21.95; per 
Rey. O. D., agent, 216.34 

New York Asso., Newburgh, ch. 

12 30; Cornwall, ch. 4.50; Ny- 
ack, ch., with other donas. to 
cons. Rev. G. P. Martin L. M., 
8.50; Rev. J. W. Griffith 3; Sta- 
ten Island, Ist ch. 5; North Sta- 
ten Island, ch. 10; a friend, by 
S. Harvey, 12.60; per Rey. O. 


18.00 


44.00 


D., agent. 55.80 
Chemung River Asso., J. Mather 
tr.. per Rev. O. D., agent, 67.33 


Saratoga Asso., Greenfield, ch. 

2.25; Burnt Hills, ch. 8; per 

Rey. O. D., agent, 10.25 
Washington Union Asso., Adams- 

ville, ch. 10; Mrs. Lucy Herring- 


ton 6; per Rev. O. D., agent, 15.00 
Deposit Asso., Tompkins, ch. 12.- 
6); Deposit, ch., with prev. do- 
nas. of this Asso.. to cons. Mrs. 
L. W. Olney L. M., 87.69: Cala- 
coon, friends 6.26; per Rey. O. 
D., agent, 56.45 
Franklin Asso., M. L. Bastwick 8; 
Mrs. Bastwick 2; per Rey. O. 
| D., agent, 10.09 
| Harrisburgh, ch., per Rev. 0. D, 
| agent, 
—— 00673 
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New Jersey. 


ow, Kingwood ch. 

Millington, ch., per Rev. O. 
Dodge, agent, 

West N. J. Asso, U 
ch. 2.25; Bever ch. 223; 
“Holly, ch. 87.75; Bur- 
lington, ch. . of wh. 61.06 is fr. 
Sab. Sch. , for Indian missions, 
71.62; Camden, Ist ch., of wh. 
40 is fr. Sab. Sch., 57.83; Mores- 
town, ch., of wh. 10.05 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., 26.86; Pittsgrove, ch. 12; 
per Rev. 8. M Osgood, agent, 

Central N. J. Asso., Hightstown, 
ch. 382; Lambertsville, ch., to 
cons. Thomas 8. Murray L. M., 
of wh. 24.50 is fr. Sab. Sch., 101.- 
64; per Rev. S. M. O., agent, 

East N. J. Asso., Plaintield, Ist 
ch., per Rey. 8. M. v., agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Uwehland, Windsor, ch., Sab. 
Sch., Join Grifhith tr., 

Central Union Asso., Philadel- 
phia, Ist ch., Sab. Sch., male 
dep., to cons. William A. Lever- 
ing L. M., 100; Hatborough, ch. 

: Frankford, ch., of wh. 18 is 
ft. Sab. Sch.. 50; per Rey. S. M. 
Osgood, agent, 


210.04 


5.09 


Centre Asso., Huntingdon, ch, aa 


wh, 117 is fr, Sab, Sch., 43 78; 
Spruce Creek, ch, 7 30; Mill 
Creek, ch. 1; per Rev, 8, M. O., 
agent, 

Monongahela Asso,, Jefferson, ch., 
A, Smith 1; Greensboro’, ch, 
125; Unicntown, ch, 18.21; per 
Rev. S M. O., agent, 

Phil! adelphia A‘so.. Reading, ch., 
of wh_ 13 is fr, Sab. Sch., per 
Rey. S, M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Providence, ch. 2; Lebanon, East 
ch., William Adams tr,, mon, 
con,. of wh. 7,75 is fr. Sab. Sch, 
and 10 fr, W. R, Collett, 94.57; 

Salt Creek, ch. 

Scioto Asso.. Licking, ch., per 
Rey. S. B. Webster, 

Huron Asso., Rev. A. J. Ellis 3; 
Huntington, ch. 6; Peru, ch. 5; 
per Rey. 8. B. Webster, 

Mt. Vernon Asso., coll. 24.04; per 
treasurer, 38.07; Mt. Vernon, ch. 
4; per Rev. 8S. B. Webster, 

Columbus Asso., Mrs. Morgan, per 
Rey. S. B. Webster, 


Indiana. 


Wesan Asso., per Rey. A. 8. 
Ames, agent, 

Huntingdon Asso., per Rev. A. 8. 
A., agent, 

North Eastern Asso., Lima, 2nd 
ch. 3.06; Orland, ch. 10.85; per 
Rev. AS. A., agent, 

Northern Asso., South Bend, ch., 
per Rev. A. 8S. A., agent, 

Elkhart River Asso., Oswego, ch. 
12.20; Warsaw, ch, 5.24; per 
Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 


52.08 


20.46 


25.00 


96 57 
1.00 


14.00 


66.1 
50 


1 


3.43 
6.00 


13.91 
12.65 


17.44 


Donations. 


277,63 


194.18 


Law ch. 10; 
ter, ch. Dearborn county, 
sister, for def. , 5; asister + Ae 
brother 10; per Rev. Ezra Fer- 
ris, 57.00 


Illinois. 


Millersburg, a friend of missions 
1; Tonica, ch. 20; Chillicothe, 
** Little Birdie,” a deceased child 
of Rev. Wm. M. and Mrs. Sarah 
B. Haigh, 5; 3.00 

Peoria, Adams st. ch , per Rey. O. 
Dodge, agent, 14.25 

Chicago Asso., Crystal Lake, ch. 

5.45; Woodstock; ch. 3; Rey. A. 
Joslyn, mon. sub. 1; Elgin, ch. 
10.82; Dundee, ch. 6; per Rey. J. 
D. Cole, agent, 26.27 

Rock River Asso., Ohio, ch. 2.10; 
Belvidere, Master John Carey 
Saxton 1.36; per Rey. J. D.C., 
agent, 


Michigan. 


Grand Rapids, ch., mon. con. 14; 
Ann Arbor, Ist ch. 47; 61.00 
Wayne Asso., Howell, ch. 672; 
Hartland, ch. 11.89; Northville, 
ch. 5.85; per Rev. A. 5. Ames, 
agent, 24 46 
St. Joseph's River Asso., Sturgis, 
ch. 4.86; Edwardsburg, ch. 10 - 
66; Liberty, ch. 6.27; H. B. 
Dunning 1; per Rey. A. 8. A., 
agent, 21.79 


Wisconsin. 


State Convention 6.11; Beaver 
Dam, Rey. John T. Webster 18; 
Lake Shore Asso., Waukesha, ch., 
per Rev. J. D. Cole, agent, 6.2 


19.11 


Canada East. 


Eaton, ch. 


France. 


Mission chs. 


Legacy. 


Lowell, Ms., David Trull, per Jes- 
se Fox, Adm'r, de bonis non, 


[January, 1857. 


110 43 


107 25 


25.81 


100.00 


$4,410.74 
Total from April 1 to Noy. 29, 1856, $40,242.21 


Donations in Clothing, &c. 


Brookline, Ms., Mrs. D. Sander- 
son, for Rev. Wm. Ashmore, 
Bangkok, Siam, 20.00 


3 hiladelphia, Pa., Sansom st. ch., 
for Rev. H. L. Van Meter, Bas- 


sein, Burmah, 63.12 


83.12 


4 
20.00 
89.87 
133.64 
55.00 
—— 458.55) 
i 
‘ 
16.00 
93.12 
$4310.74 
a 


